30/ 10/ 1998

We won't declare state of emergency, Dr Mtells editors

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad told
Chi nese newspaper editors yesterday that the Governnent woul d not decl are
a state of emergency as the country was still peaceful

He said while there were denonstrations every weekend by sacked Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims supporters, the police would
take stern action in dealing with them

Speaking to the editors at the Prime Mnister's Departnent, Dr Mahathir
said he did not wish to see violence in the country and added that the
Chi nese conmunity should continue to support the present Government.

Dr Mahathir gave the interviewto Nanyang Siang Pau, Sin Chew Jit Poh,
Chi na Press, Kwong M ng and Kwong \Wah

Nanyang Si ang Pau's headline on page one was "Anwar's case will affect
el ections", with the interview running into page two and t hree.

Sin Chew Jit Poh's headli ne on page one was "Dr Mahathir says extreni st
power may occur if Umo's power declines and this is not good for the
country". The story was also carried in page three.

Chi na Press' page one headline was "Do not declare enmergency", with the
i nterview continued on page two and three

Dr Mahathir said the Anwar issue was not just a Malay or Umo issue but
a national issue.

Dr Mahathir said if a | eader who was not suitable to be Prinme Mnister
becane one, the Chinese community would al so be affected, and as such the
communi ty shoul d support the Governnent.

On his views about the Chinese newspapers' coverage of the Anwar issue,
Dr Mahathir said too much promi nence was given to the matter

He advi sed t he Chi nese papers to report positively and support the
Gover nment .

Dr Mahathir said the purpose of the denonstrations was to destroy the
strength of Umo.

"Ji kal au kekuat an Umo di hancur, kerajaan juga akan jatuh. Itulah
mat | amat nmereka (I f Umo becones weak, the Government will fall. That's
their intention),"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said participants in the denonstrations included Islamc
extrem sts and ot her extrem sts.

He said in the next general election the Barisan Nasional could stil
conmand a two-third majority.

Dr Mahathir said the BN still had tinme to explain to the peopl e about
the Anwar issue and nore peopl e would accept this.

He said on political and econonmic matters, he had no quarrels with Anwar
and had still treated himas his successor, and that the sacking of Anwar
was totally on noral grounds as Anwar was a | eader who was not suitable
for the comunity.

On Apec, Dr Mahathir said he would raise the i ssue of exchange rate
controls to limt the trading of currencies.

He said that he had raised the issue in Vancouver but there had been no
response.

( END)
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