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Wel cone to the world of el ectronic designing

R Shar mi ni

DO not be surprised if Ml aysi ans nmake headlines in the novie scene for
outstanding digital animation in the future. They may be creating
creatures that would far outshine any of those seen on the silver screen
so far.

This is a very strong possibility since LICT (Li nKokWng Institute of
Creative Technol ogy) will be offering digital animation as one of its
courses, starting July, pending approval fromthe Mnistry of Education

This progranme is jointly offered by LICT and the Sheridan College in
Canada and is a three-year course.

"Sheridan is clearly the best in the world and Mal aysia is the first
country outside Canada to offer this course," says Tan Sri Li m Kok W ng,
the founder and president of LICT.

"An LI CT student who signs up for a post-graduate in digital aninmation
will find the best names of Hol |l ywood peeking over his or her shoul der as
the novie nmoguls all recruit from Sheridan which is considered the Harvard
of design and ani mation," he says.

Students who conplete their first year earn an LICT certificate in
graphic design and nmultinedia. After two years, they get an LI CT Advanced
Certificate in graphic design and nul ti nedi a.

Upon conpl etion of their third-year studies, they obtain a Sheridan-LICT
Di pl oma i n design and ani mati on. Then ei ght nonths in the Sheridan canpus
in Canada will earn thema Post-graduate Di ploma in digital aninmation.

Sheridan Coll ege, located in Ontario, Canada, is a pioneer in conputer
ani mati on, having i ntroduced the programme in 1972, |ong before the huge
demand for it.

"The animation studio is pivotal to the entire course. This is where
students take their animation systens class, so it will be a real hands-on
experience," explains Lim

3D animation is taught using Softinage, a high-end interactive nodelling
and ani mati on software. The 3D software runs on hi gh-powered silicon
graphi cs workstations which is an industry standard.

Students al so | earn sophisticated paint software to create 3D
environnments with backgrounds, textures, inage processing and conposi ng.
They will study the theoreticals and fundanental s of conputer animation
t echnol ogy whi ch cover issues related to software, hardware, progranm ng
concepts, operating systens and out put technol ogi es.

The progranme does not | ose focus of the aesthetical, comunicative and
filmng aspects of the student's work. In the ani mati on nmet hodol ogy
course, the knowl edge and techni ques of traditional animtion are
presented as inportant aspects to the practice of computer anination.

Skills such as storyboarding and scripting for animation, as well as the
principles of notion and continuity are part of this conprehensive course.

Adds Lim "They are world class animators at Sheridan and now LI CT
graduates wi Il have access to Sheridan and t hrough Sheridan to Hol | ywood.

"Introduci ng the animation course is one of the steps |eading towards an
i nnovative Mal aysia," he says, |eading the way towards the exhibition hal
where sone stunning pieces of creativity are on display.

Various innovative devices grab your attention all at once as you step
into the large hall. This exhibition is also an opportunity for students
to denonstrate their skills and talent to the public.

Since the institute was set up in 1991, the students, |ed and encouraged



by the enterprising, dynam c and i nnovative Lim have been wi nning both
national and international awards and have earned a reputation of
excel l ence in creative work.

Recently, when Dr Mahat hir Mhamad paid a visit to the new y-conpl et ed
campus in Taman Mayang Jaya, Petaling Jaya to officiate the exhibition, he
was shown a | ogo they created out of the al phabets "Dr M. It was created
as an exanple of "Made In Mal aysia" goods and in response to Dr Ms
comment s about a higher profile for Ml aysi an- made goods.

Seei ng NST phot ogr apher Goh Seng Chong paying extra attention to one of
the exhibits, | take a closer look and find a brilliant design of an
underwat er canera, conplete with mni disc, using the |atest technol ogy.
It was the creation of Paul Siew Chee Seng, a final-year product design
st udent .

O her exhibits include i deas on how to package goods in nore desirable
and sal eabl e desi gns.

Scott Whiteside, LICT's programe | eader for product design, then | eads
us to anot her proud exanple of the LICT students' creativity - The Ml ay
House, by third year graphics students. It is a conputer graphic featuring
the various types of traditional Ml ay houses.

"It was developed to interact with tourists, |ike an information ki osk,
and is based on a foreword of the Prinme Mnister's speech," adds Gai
Phung, LICT's corporate devel opnent director.

"I't was shown to the Prine Mnister when he was here recently and he was
inmpressed. It is also suitable for devel opi ng educati onal progranmes by
the Mnistry of Education.”

Simlarly, LICT's Advanced Di ploma in el ectronic designs and nultinedi a
is ained at creating experts who can take graphics and design to new
hei ght s.

"Jointly delivered by LICT and Australia' s prestigious RMT University,
the programme is presently the only such course in South-East Asia," says
Gail. This programe prepares students for professional positions in
i ndustries that are involved in corporate comuni cations, graphic design,
publishing, print production, filmand tel evision, advertising, electronic
publ i shing, information design, visual arts, nultimedia, outdoor
comuni cati ons, environnmental graphics, digital inmaging, animtion,
education and entertai nnent, anong ot hers.

"Students who have successfully conpl eted two-and-a-half years in LICT
are granted entry into RMT for the final year. The college is hoping to
have the final year done locally too," adds Gail

The LICT's electronic design and nultinmedi a progranme | eads to a
Bachel or of Arts in nultinedia design.

Mul timedia is a conbi nation of the conmputer, television, publishing and
gr aphi c design technol ogi es with new technol ogi es of el ectronic
communi cati ons.

"Wt are catering to a future that requires innovative, skilled and
creative technol ogy."

The first batch of 75 LICT-RM T students are into their second senester.
For the second intake in January, the nunber of students increased to 91
Al so closely involved in the launch of the Miltinedia Super Corridor,
Limwas recently appointed by the Government to establish the Ml aysia

Desi gn Technol ogy centre

Upstairs, we are lucky enough to find sone LICT-RM T students still hard
at work - long after |ectures had ended.

Eddi e Lau, 19, is at the conputer trying to design the perfect Wra
(Sukom mascot) for the bow ing event, one of the nany sports to be
featured in the Commonweal th Ganes. He is watched by R Sail endran and
Arik Yeo.



"To get as perfect a design as possible, nmy group (of seven) actually
went bow i ng and took a picture,” explains Eddie. "W scanned the picture
and, using it as a basis, are nodifying it to get the design required.

"EDMis very interesting," he says, his hand still on the nouse,
clicking anay. "It has very bright prospects for the future as these days,
everything is I T-based. My anbition is to be a good designer and | find
this course both fun and a | ot of hard work."

Arik, 22, also into his second senester |ike the others, expresses a
simlar view, saying he hopes to be an editor in the novie world.

The nore vocal of the three, Sail endran, 21, says: "It leads to a
lucrative and prom sing career." He already has a diploma in conputer
studies. Admtting to being a computer freak, he adds that with this EDM
qualification in hand, he can go into the multinedia |ine as a designer

"Being an LICT student guarantees me a job when | conplete the course
and | |l ook forward to being one of the pioneers specialising in
mul ti nedi a. "

( END)
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