24/ 10/ 1998

Wel fare groups heartened by RM65m al | ocati on

KUALA LUVPUR, Fri. - Welfare organisations today described the proposal to
allocate RM65 million to continue the agenda for a caring society through
rehabilitation and shelter programmes as "heartening".

Part of the allocation will be used for the construction and upgradi ng
of welfare homes and activity centres to pronote unity and the Soci al
I nstitute of Mal aysi a.

Atotal of RVA.51 billion is allocated for health and nedi cal services,
i ncludi ng the enpl oynent of another 3,900 nedi cal personnel and upgradi ng
of Governnment hospitals and clinics especially for treatnent of diseases
i ke cardi ovascul ar di sease, cancer, diabetes and provision of new
servi ces.

A sumof RMB7 mllion is allocated to the Mnistry of Youth and Sports
for various programmes, including the Rakan Muda progranme that has been

r evanped.
Thi s was because the Governnment is concerned w th youth devel opnent and
social ills anpbng yout h.

Si mul t aneously, Program Kepi npi nan Perdana i s being introduced to
devel op future | eaders while recreational active lifestyle and econom c
programres for youths will be continued.

Cheshire Honme honorary secretary Khatijah Sul ei man sai d t he RM265
mllion allocation to continue the agenda for a caring society would
finance the naj or needs of wel fare organi sati ons such as nore
rehabilitation facilities and homes for senior citizens.

She said the nost inportant thing was for wel fare organi sations to
continue receiving the sane anmount or nore of financial aid fromthe
Governnent as donations fromthe public were scarce due to the current
economi c cri sis.

"We hope that aid for welfare facilities will be maintained and that no
organi sation is deprived of financial assistance,” she said.

Rumah Bakti princi pal Lamang Donggoh thanked and congratul ated Prine
M ni ster and First Finance Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and his
mnistry for seeing to the needs of welfare organi sation.

"The RMR265 million allocation is truly good news for us as we
desperately need the Governnent's assi stance especially when donations
fromthe public have dropped al nost 50 per cent this year due to the
current econom c situation.”

He said wel fare of the poor was sonething which could not be conprom sed
and vowed to utilise any financial aid to its fullest.

Rumah Bakti houses 138 school goi ng orphans and receives up to 25 per
cent of its expenditure fromthe Government.

Ozanam House president Elizabeth Vaz said the allocation was much needed
to enabl e wel fare honmes to conti nue hel pi ng the needy.

"Wth the strains of the econonmi c downturn, it is a relief to know that
t he Government has not forgotten to assist welfare organisations and is
continuing its effort towards a caring society," she said.

Ozanam House i s hone to negl ected, abused, abandoned and honel ess
children and gets financial assistance fromthe Governnent in the form of
a grant once every six nonths.
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