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Wiy Muslinms are still weak

Ram an Sai d; Ham dah At an

MALACCA, Tues. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
Musl i ms had renmai ned weak, uninfluential and oppressed because nmany stil
subscri bed to ol d-fashi oned beliefs that were agai nst Islam c teachings.

He said it was the actions of those who clained thensel ves as religious
and chanpions of Islamthat contributed to the religion attaining an ol d-
f ashi oned i mage.

"These are the people who have destroyed the religion," he said when
openi ng the 41st national-level Quran recital test at the Kubu Stadi um
t oni ght .

Among t hose present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and Chi ef
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abu Zahar |snin.

He said since the inmage of Islamcould be easily tarni shed by those
acting for their own interest, it was inportant that all Muislins possessed
a true understandi ng of the religion.

Alluding to a recent story about a man who turned into a pig when he
di ed and was buried behind his house, he said the fact that this was
accepted as true showed how poor and weak the understandi ng of sone
Muslims was on the contents of the Quran

"If the Governnent feels that efforts to propagate |slam should be
strictly nonitored, this is because there are people out there who dare to
use the religion and the nane of Allah for their own self-gains."

Dr Mahathir said the fact that such basel ess stories could weaken the
faith of other Muslins were not of concern to these people.

"If they are not afraid of telling lies and cormit sins, this is because
t hey have weak religious convictions."

These people often use religion as a front because they know they can
easily influence other Muslinms, who, because of their Iack of
understanding of the religion, tend to believe anything related to it.

"Their action gives an inpression to the non-Miuslins that Islamis
conservative. And these people who create such a disgrace are of the
opi nion that views of the non-Miuslins on Islamare not inportant at all."

Such an attitude, he said, would be a loss to Islamas it woul d hanper
further efforts to propagate the religion as people would not be attracted
by sonet hi ng regarded as ol d-fashi oned.

He said the reading of the Quran and interpretation of its contents was
one effective way of propagating the religion.

"This recital event which we hold every year contributes to this
obj ective. Therefore, we nust continue to hold it as we could gain a | ot
fromit."

Dr Mahathir said the country should be proud with the progress it had so
far achi eved in organi sing and running the test.

"When the teachings of Islamare spread by a better understandi ng of the
contents of the Quran, we will be protected from basel ess and confusing
interpretations by irresponsi bl e people.”

He said there were certain quarters who felt that the test which
i nvol ved rythm c readi ng of the Quran should not be held as they viewed it
as agai nst the teachings of |slam
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