20/ 10/ 1998

Way Penang Umo nust remmin strong

PENANG, Mon. - Penang Umo nust remain strong as it is the nost inportant
vehicle for the continued struggle of the Malays in the State, party vice-
presi dent Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said.

He said if Penang Umo nenbers acknow edge the inportance of the party
inthe State, then they should continue with efforts to strengthen it and
pool resources to overcome any obstacl es that coul d weaken the party.

"In the case of former Penang Umo |iaison conmittee chairman Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim he is no | onger our State |eader

"In fact, he is no |l onger an Umo nenber, but when he was, we foll owed
all his instructions."

"Al t hough wi t hout Anwar, we must continue with efforts to strengthen our
party," he added.

He said this to reporters |ast night when asked if unity anbng Penang
Umo nenbers was affected in the absence of Anwar, who is now facing
charges of sexual m sconduct and corruption.

Abdul I ah, who is also Foreign Mnister, had earlier closed a three-day
Made- i n- Mal aysi a products exposition, organi sed by the Jel utong Umo
division in Sungai N bong.

Al so present were division chairmn Abdul Rashid Ismail, State
Legi sl ative Assenbly Speaker Datuk Yahaya Abdul Hami d and State Tourism
Commi ttee chai rman Dat uk Kee Phai k Cheen.

Abdul | ah, who is al so Kepal a Batas Umo divi sion chairman, said Penang
Umo nenbers nust fully understand and continue to learn to be in the
party wi t hout Anwar.

"Even in Penang Umo, |eaders come and go. However, when we fully
under stand and appreciate the inportance of Umo, we will continue to work
harder to strengthen the party.

"Umo is the best party. It has a proven track record and the nost
i nportant party in Barisan Nasional," he said.

He urged party nmenmbers to focus on efforts by the Governnment, |ed by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, to revive the econony.

"The country's | eadership has taken bol d neasures and there are positive
signs that the nation's economy can be revived.

"We must followthrough with the efforts,” he said, adding that efforts
to explain to Umo nenbers actions taken by the party | eadership and
Governnent to ensure continued political stability and econom c growh
shoul d be stepped up

Asked on clainms by the Opposition and the Ml aysi an Peopl e's Mvenent
for Justice (CGerak) that they had a strong foll owi ng anong t he peopl e
followi ng Anwar's sacking fromall Governnent and party posts, Abdullah
said it was nornal for themto do so to achieve their political agenda

“I'n many areas, including in the villages, many people turn up at
gat heri ngs organi sed by the Opposition out of curiosity.

"However, when it conmes to selecting a Governnment, the people will
choose Bari san Nasi onal because it has a proven track record."

( END)



	Why Penang Umno must remain strong (NST 20/10/1998)

