13/ 08/ 1998

W de support for Anwar's decision not to contest Umo pol

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - Umo | eaders today wel comed t he announcenment by Ummo
Deputy President Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimnot to contest the post of party
president in next year's election.

Anwar had said yesterday in Penang that he had al so discussed this with
| eaders of all 11 Umo divisions in Penang and they agreed to renom nate
Dr Mahathir for the party presidency in next year's el ection.

Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hnan said the statenent by
Anwar, who is also Deputy Prime Mnister and Finance M nister, was tinely.

"Such a statenment al so shows the strong unity anong the country's
| eaders under the | eadership of the Prinme Mnister.

"This is the tine for everyone to stay united especially in overcom ng
the present econom c probl em plaguing the country," he said after visiting
the Terengganu Fam |y Devel opnent Foundation at Jalan Sultan Omar in Kual a
Ter engganu.

In Kual a Terengganu, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mkhtar Ahnad al so
supported Anwar's decision, adding that all the eight divisions would be
asked to name Dr Mahathir as the Umo president and Anwar as the deputy
presi dent.

"And, the other States should show their support as well," he said
speaki ng during the launch of the State | evel book donation drive at
Pej abat Pos Besar in Shah Banda.

Wan Mokhtar, who is also Terengganu Umo |iaison chief, added that unity
was crucial especially when the Prine Mnister was given the task of
overconing the country's economnmi c problens and i nproving relations with
Si ngapor e.

In Kuantan, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd Khalil Yaakob said Pahang Umo
were 100 per cent behind Anwar's statenent.

"I also hope all the other State Umo branches will al so show their
support for Anwar's stand and not worry about the runours that Anwar woul d
chal l enge the Prinme M nister which are basel ess.”

I n Kota Kinabal u, Sabah Umo will support Dr Mahathir should there be a
contest for the nunber one post during the party's election next year.

"But we (Sabah Umo) know there will be no contest," Deputy Chief
M ni ster and Fi nance M nister Datuk Gsu Sukam sai d t oday.

"In the interest of the party there is no necessity for such a contest."”

OGsu, who is Sabah Umo liaison comittee chairman, said Sabah Umo
hai | ed Anwar's statenent.

Sabah Bari san Nasional chairman Tan Sri Bernard Donpok al so said that by
havi ng no contest Umo woul d ensure not only party unity but also unity in
the BN and the country.

In Mal acca, all five State Umo divisions here passed a resol ution
supporting the | eadership of Dr Mahathir and his deputy Anwar during the
State Umo |iaison commttee nmeeting tonight.

Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin, who is State Umo |iai son
comm ttee chai rman, said

"Earlier this nonth, the State Umo had pl edged before Dr Mahathir, who
was in Malacca for a one-day official visit, that the two posts must be
| eft uncont est ed.

"The resolution is an extension of the declaration."

I n Penang, Bernana quoted Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chik
as saying the early announcenent by Anwar to nominate Dr Mahathir for the



party presidency would put to rest specul ation.

Sabbar uddi n said the announcenment would stop tal k that Anwar woul d
chal | enge Dr Mahathir.

He said Penang might be the first State to make such an announcenent
officially.

"Anwar's announcenent this tine will have a strong inpact as it was nade
officially in this State,” he said.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said Anwar's deci si on nust
be respected by all party nenbers.

In Port Dickson, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhamad | sa Abdul Samad today
wel coned Anwar's decl aration.

Therefore, he said, Umo nenbers should stop spreadi ng runours that
Anwar woul d contest the top party post.

"Since Anwar has nmade his stand clear party nmenbers shoul d stop harping
on the issue and concentrate on building the party and nation especially
during the slowdown," he said.
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