28 APR 1998

M SIA WLL HAVE STRONG ClVIL SOCIETY I N 40 YEARS, SAYS HAM D

KUALA LUMPUR, April 28 (Bernama) -- There can be a strong civil society
in Malaysia in 40 years due to the increasing awareness and faith in Islam
Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hman
sai d today.

He said the nove towards the formation of a civil society started when
conpul sory Islam c education was introduced in schools.

The mnister told reporters this after attending the Maal Hjrah
national -1 evel celebrations, themed, "Nation's Prosperity is Qur
Responsi bility", at Pusat |slam here.

The noderate scal e gathering was graced by the presence of Yang
di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar and was attended by Prinme M nster Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad al ong with 1,300 Musli ns.

Asked on the progress of Mislins towards achieving the civil society
status, Abdul Hami d said: "Very soon ... we have educated the people for 40
years, 11 years of Islamc education. At this point, we can see that we
have succeeded."

Abdul Hamid said the civil society characteristics anong Ml aysi ans
were quite evident with greater awareness of noble values |like |ove for
peace.

"Muslinms' faith is strong, but socially we are not sure. Their
commitment to the environnent and fell ow hunmans has not been very fair
al t hough they may be pious,"” he said.
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