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W SMA PUTRA SUMMONS U. S. AMBASSADOR

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 23 (Bernama) -- The Foreign Mnistry today sumoned t he
United States Anbassador to Mal aysia John R Malott to express Malaysia's
vi ews over the statenment nade by US Vice President Al Gore supporting the
anti-government "reform group

"We reiterated Malaysia's position that Gore's speech was an incitenent of
| awl essness and not sinply a call of denocracy as clained...,” Wsma Putra
Undersecretary for Americas Datuk John Tenewi Nuek told Bernama when contacted
her e.

Nuek said Mal ott was summoned to Wsnma Putra at 11. 30amfor Ml aysia's
views to be expressed following Malott's statenent in an intervieww th The
Star newspaper recently concerning CGore's speech.

Core had praised fornmer deputy prine nminister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahinms
supporters who have been taking to the streets as "brave" during a speech at
t he Apec Busi ness Advisory Council (Abac) dinner here | ast Mnday.

H s statement was | ater endorsed by the Wite House and al so received the
backing of U S. President Bill dinton.

Core's remarks triggered an outrage from Mal aysi ans including political and
busi ness | eaders as well as |ocal and foreign newspapers.

The angry Mal aysi ans bl asted Gore for interfering in the internal affairs
of Mal aysi a.

Yesterday, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad was quoted as
sayi ng that Ml aysi ans had voiced their stand on Gore's statenment because they
wer e di sappointed and humiliated by his (Gore's) disrespectful remarks.

Nuek said Malott was told that Ml aysi ans were "shocked" by Malott's
statement which appeared to question Mal aysia's denpcractic system

In the Nov 20 interview, Malott, when asked if the U S. did not consider
Mal aysi a a denocratic country, had said that denocracy was not sinply having
el ections.

Mal ott went further in irking Ml aysians by saying that "Stalin had
el ections (and) even Hitler had el ections.”

Nuek said Malaysia rejected Malott's idea that any country could say
anyt hi ng about another country.

"Such an idea will only lead to the law of the jungle in the relation
bet ween countries," he said.

Nuek said he also told Malott that Ml aysia-US ties remained "very
substantive and full of potentialities which we could further expand".

Mal ott had said that people would come to understand that bilateral ties
were "nmuch better than what they think it is".

"I'n the long-term | have nothing but optinmismfor our relationship," the
US anbassador was quoted as sayi ng.

Mal ott, neanwhile, said that CGore's statenment had been taken out of
cont ext .

He sai d people should be careful in reading what Gore and he (Malott)
said and that people should be careful not to interpret what was said by
hi m and Gore.

"I understand that there was a |l ot of enmptions in this issue and | hope
responsi bl e people will keep their enotions down," he told reporters after
meet i ng Nuek.

Mal ott said Gore had no intention to incite voil ence.

He said the US does not support violence and it did not condone
voi | ence to achieve political power.
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