22/ 06/ 1998

Dr M Discuss issues within Suprene Counci l

PRI ME M ni ster and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
i nportant issues such as "nepotisn and "cronyisni should have been
brought to the attention and di scussed in the privacy of the party's
Supr ene Counci |

"W should not discuss this in the open because it presents a bad i nage
of the party, and can be used by opposition parties as well as enenies
outside the country to prove that what they said all along has basis," he
sai d.

In his w nding-up speech at the Umo General Assenbly in Kuala Lunpur
yesterday, Dr Mahathir said these issues shoul d have been discussed within
the Suprenme Council where there are no outsiders, and nenbers are free to
speak as there are no restrictions.

"These neetings are not "~make believe'. W neet for hours, sonetines
from9pmto 4am and give the opportunity for all to talk," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he had brought up the issue of nepotismand cronyismto
the council in May after one Suprene Council nenber raised the matter in a
newspaper article.

"Sonme nenbers spoke, but the Umo Youth chief did not say much, other
than to say that the newspapers did not report it properly,"” he said.

Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hami di had repeatedly alleged that
nepoti smand cronyi smexisted in the party, and drew attenti on when he
rai sed these issues again in his speech at the novenent's assenbly on
Thur sday.

"This means he did not want to discuss it in the Supreme Council meeting
but wanted to discuss it outside, even if it destroyed the party. If you
are already a Suprene Council nmenber, there is no need to use any bridges.
We are party leaders. If sonething is not right we can fix it," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

He urged Supreme Council menbers to use the council neetings to talk
openly as they love the party, but not to show their [ove in a manner that
is destructive to the party.

Dr Mahathir said the situation in Malaysia is not simlar to that in
I ndonesi a, where accusati ons of nepotismand cronyi smwere used bring down
t he Governnent.

"Qur country is different. W have a different system In Ml aysia no
one can be Prinme Mnister wthout being chosen by the people,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said if these critics are tal ki ng about reform agai nst
corruption and nepotism this is not reform "W have been agai nst these
things for along tine. W know they are wong and have | ong rejected
them ™"

The Prime Mnister said that is why the |list of conpanies and
i ndi vidual s awarded privatization projects was distributed on Saturday, to
prove that the Governnent gives projects to as many as possi ble so there
is no favouritism

Dr Mahat hir apol ogi sed to Zahid because his nane is on the list. The
Umo Youth chief had earlier clarified that he is only the trustee for the
nmovenent's stake in Pantai Dal am Sdn Bhd, which was given a project to
redevel op Kanpung Haji Abdul | ah Hukumin Kual a Lunpur. Zahid said he did
not receive any shares in the project.
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