19/ 09/ 1998

PM Si ngapore too acted w t hout giving warning

LANGKAW , Fri. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad today said
Si ngapor e had al so been taking action wi thout giving Mal aysia fair
war ni ng.

Commenting on Singapore's claimthat Ml aysia had viol ated an agreemnment
which required it to give advance notice before it coul d bar Singapore Air
Force pl anes fromentering Mal aysi an ai rspace wi t hout cl earance, Dr
Mahat hi r said: "Wen they take action, they never give us tine also ...
(it is the) same.

"It isnot difficult for themto fly sonewhere else ... the seais very
wide, or is it that the plane cannot turn?
"I think they can ... | have flown pl anes before, you know ... it can

turn very sharply," he said at the Langkawi |nternational Airport.

Mal aysi a' s deci sion to bar Singapore Air Force planes fromenteringits
ai rspace w thout clearance took effect today.

Dr Mahat hir was asked to comrent on a report that Singapore considered
Mal aysi a' s deci sion violated an agreenent calling for advance notice of
such noves.

Si ngapore's Defence M nistry said the RSAF had al ternati ve arrangenent
to ensure its operational effectiveness was not conprom sed.

On Singapore's claimthat it was given short notice about the decision
and that according to the agreenent it had to be notified six nonths
before it took effect, Dr Mahathir said he didn't know about such a
requirenent.

On praises in areport by the United Nati ons Conference on Trade and
Devel opnent of Mal aysia's econom c nmeasures to revive the econony, he said
now they adnitted that it was a wi se economni ¢ neasure.

"They are the people who once said | ammad but nowit seens the mad man
has his foll owers. ™"

Asked to conmment on financial specul ator George Soros' statenment that
Mal aysi a' s econoni ¢ nmeasures woul d af f ect nei ghbouring nations, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d actually the current economni c probl ens were not a Ml aysi an
probl em

"When they attacked Thailand, they said it had a contagi on effect and
they attacked us even though there was not hi ng wong with our
fundanent al s.

"They are just interested in nmaking noney through short selling of
currencies ... therefore they created excuses that our adninistrative
systemwas not right and there were practices of nepotismand cronyism...
they are just hypocrites."
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