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Devel opi ng wi t hout care to environs

Sumitha Martin

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Though devel opers have been ordered to limt

envi ronnment al damage during construction, as highlighted by Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad | ast year, sone continue to ignore the
directive.

Dr Mahat hir had conpl ai ned about environnental degradation after he
spotted froma helicopter a barren hill in Hulu Kel ang whi ch had been
cleared of its forest cover and flattened for the Ukay Perdana housing
proj ect.

Anot her project which seens to be causing simlar danage is this one
(picture), not far upstreamfromthe water intake point of the Cheras Batu
11 treatment plant.

The Sungai Langat which borders sone parts of the devel opnent, is a
source of raw water for the plant.

Thi s neans that whatever gets into the river, is washed down to the
pl ant.

Geol ogi st Professor |brahi mKonoo of Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a says
that water treatnent plants can be situated anywhere, irrespective of the
devel oprent carried out in its surroundings.

"This is because the plants function very nuch like factories. They
treat and clean the water, including the acconpanying silt."

He cautions, however, that npbst are not equipped to treat chem ca
pol [ uti on.

"The real danger |ies when waterways are polluted by chenicals."

Chemi cal pollution becomes a possibility through devel opment works which
may involve spillage of oil from heavy machi nery used, he said.

Checks at the site |l ast Thursday and Friday, found that work was in
progress on the cleared | and, with excavators and tipper lorries engaged
in earth works.

Al so seen were a row of partially-built houses. Strangely though, no
si gnboard indicating the project could be found.

A surveyor at the site, however, said the project was the proposed
Bandar Mahkot a Cheras townshi p.

Further checks reveal ed that the project conprises an integrated
devel oprent of residential, conmercial and industrial lots on nore than
3,200 hectares. The |l and bel ongs to the project devel oper Narajaya Sdn
Bhd, of the Lion G oup.

The Departnent of Environnent, which a few nonths ago expressed concern
over pollution of the Sungai Langat, seens oblivious to this devel opnent.

However, a spokesman for Narajaya, when contacted, said it had taken the
precauti ons necessary to safeguard the environnent, as required by the
DCE.

He said silt traps had been laid, while turfing which involves the
pl anti ng of grass, had been carried out on sl opes.

The Cheras plant which produces about 28 million litres of treated water
per day, provides water to sone 100, 000 househol ds i n Cheras, Bal akong and
Kaj ang.

On March 19 this year, it was reported in the New Straits Tinmes that 20
illegal factories |ocated along the Sungai Langat had been denoli shed by
t he Sel angor CGovernnent after repeated incidents of pollution had caused
t he shutdown of water treatnent plants.

In the same story, Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan was reported to have



announced the relocation of all 169 factories situated al ong the Langat
and Senenyih rivers, to nore suitable sites, as part of the State's |ong-
term pl am

The nost recent shutdown of the Cheras plant accurred | ast Thursday, for
two hours each, due to diesel contam nation.

The source of the pollution could not be determ ned by Puncak Niaga (M
Sdn Bhd, the operator of the plant.

Duri ng these days of water shortage, pollution of the waterways woul d
only aggravate the situation.
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