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WAI T- AND- SEE ATTI TUDE SPO LS M SI AN G MARK PROGRAMVE

SHAH ALAM Jan 12 (Bernama) -- Science, Techol ogy and Environnent
M ni ster Datuk Law Heing Ding today said response to the inaugura
Mal aysi an Good Design Mark (G Mark) was not very encouragi ng because of
manuf acturers "wai t-and-see" attitude.

He urged themto discard such attitude and take part in the programmre
for their own benefit which a yet anot her government effort to enhance the
international competitive edge of |ocally-manufactured products.

The programe gives recognition to outstandi ng products and packagi ng
desi gned and manuf actured by Mal aysi an conpani es.

"The design mark is another incentive like the SirimCertification
which will play a vital role as an effective narketing tool to pronote
| ocal |y made products not only here but overseas as well," he said.

He told reporters this after presenting the i naugural Mal aysi an Good
Desi gn Mark awards to seven | ocal | y-nmade products here.

Law urged | ocal manufacturers to fully exploit Ml aysia's abundant raw
mat eri al s which coul d be resourced cheaply thus reduci ng dependence on
i mported material s.

The Mat sushita Group bagged four of the awards for its innovatively-
desi gned juice extractor, washing nachine, iron and sl ow cooker.

The other wi nners were Sharp Electronic (M Sdn Bhd for its twin video
CD pl ayer, Water Tec (M Sdn Bhd for its single-level basin and sink tap
and Syari kat Pernmai nan Mal aysia (SPM for its colourful congkak game board.

The Mal aysi an Good Desi gn Mark award was announced by the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohammad in Cctober 1996 while officiating
at the "Ml aysi a Desi gn Conference and Exi bition 96".

In his message in the souvenir programre in conjunction with today's
award presentation, Dr Mahathir said conscientious research and pl anni ng
shoul d be done so that product quality and prestige or packagi ng coul d be
devel oped froman early stage.

He said the Mal aysi an Design Mark suited the need and the change in the
country's industrialisation environnent.

Besi des uniting industries and designers, the recognition also hel ped
upgrade the standard of living in Malaysia, Dr Mahathir said.-- BERNAMA
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