29/ 12/ 1998
World Cup excitenment at fever pitch

Saj ahan Waheed
RTM (TV1 and TV2)

* RTM was Mal aysi a's donestic/international host broadcaster for the
16th Comonweal th Ganes held in Kuala Lunpur fromSept 11 to 21. In
keeping with this, the International Broadcast Centre or |BC was | aunched
on Aug 24 by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The RV65 mllion centre at Angkasapuri was the broadcast centre for
teeming journalists fromall Conmonwealth countries, withits fully
equi pped TV and radi o suites, editing roons, workshop areas,
tel ecommuni cation centre, video library, archives, neeting and sem nar
roons and al so i nformati on and servi ce counter.

TV1 and TV2 carried good coverage of "live" events as well as daily
hi ghli ght s.

RTM shoul d al so be given a pat on the back for its extensive coverage of
the World Cup '98 fromJune 10 until July 12 when both stations carried
Iive matches, del ayed tel ecasts, repeat matches as well as highlights.

Dr Mahathir's nonth-1ong nationw de tour in August was broadcast "live
14 times.

TV1 reduced its airtime from6amto the wee hours of the norning
previously to 7amuntil before m dnight.

TV2 starts at 3pmnow i nstead of 1pm and ends before midnight (except on
Friday and Saturday when it ends before 2am

As for new shows introduced this year, the nost significant is the all-
time favourite Teater P Ranlee (on Friday nights from Septenber). This
move is surely welconed as it has been a long time since TV1 showed P.
Ram ee' s novi es.

Over TV2, The X-Files fans were treated to the series fifth season
begi nning from August. The station's other new programes were The Cient
in March, action drama The Adventures of Brisco County Jr (April) and
H buran Bersanma TV2 in August.
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