28/ 02/ 1998

Wirking to fulfill a dream

A Pl ZZAMAKER S dream of opening up a Mal aysi an pizza restaurant in New
York certainly won't make national news, but it's food for thought for

ot her entrepreneurs broodi ng over the econom ¢ downturn. Especially since
Pizza Station Hol dings Sdn Bhd owner Shai kh H sham Muhammad Al Bel wael

isn't day-dream ng: his outfit has already started shipping the

i ngredients for his Ml aysi an-nmade pizza to nei ghbouring countries, opened
27 outlets in the Klang Vall ey and ains to have 105 nore throughout the
country in the com ng years.

Such confidence is heartening, as we have had to swal |l ow many stories
about entrepreneurs - even nmjor corporate players - reeling fromthe
effects of the regional econom c sl owdown. The interesting aspect of Pizza
Station is that it proves that many of the things the Government is trying
to achieve are indeed viable. This is a story about narketing a Made in
Mal aysi a product abroad, about boosting small busi nesses, about pronoting
the franchi se concept, seeking opportunities even when the chips are
seem ngly down. Wth so many quarters trying discover the problenms facing
Mal aysi an busi nesses during the current econonmic difficulties, here is a
story of a small business that believes it can nmake it. Hi sham s nay not
yet be a success story that can be told to inspire others, but with a
little hel p and encouragenent he shoul d be able to make his dream cone
true.

H sham and nany others are beneficiaries of progranmes started by the
Governnent to assist the devel opnent of snall entrepreneurs. And the good
news is that such assistance is not being held back even during the
prevailing hard tinmes. Entrepreneur Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Mistapa
Mohaned said the RMLO mi|lion Franchi se Fund | aunched | ast Cctober is only
one-third taken up. Also, his mnistry is considering setting up a new
fundi ng schenme to help small businesses. Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has al so made it clear that deserving businesses will be
gi ven the necessary assistance to get through the difficult tines. The
Mal ay Chanber of Conmerce has taken the initiative to discuss with State
Governnents the problens facing Mal ay busi nesses and what everybody can do
to help out. The whol e gover nment nachi nery, meanwhile, is finding ways to
pronote Made in Ml aysia products locally and abroad. The Agricul ture
Mnistry is pronoting | ocal food production in an effort to cut inports
and boost sel f-sufficiency.

Despite all these efforts to hel p, success can only cone if the
entrepreneur nakes an effort to succeed. This requires hard work and for
busi nesses so used to the good tines, that is perhaps the nost daunting
prospect. Which is why stories |like Hi shamand his Pizza Station are good
for the soul of this country's entrepreneurship. As the Entrepreneur
Devel opnent M nister said in an intervieww th this newspaper recently,
t he busi ness comunity cannot expect the going to be as easy as before.
Banks are nore selective in giving out |oans for business, consuners are
not buying as nuch, inports are getting dearer, and exports are conpeting
wi th even cheaper products and services from nei ghbouring countries. Al
the help and effort by the Governnent nmust be net by the entrepreneur's
own i nnovativeness, hard work, preserverance and ability to nake
adj ustnents vi s-a-vis econom ¢ changes not only in this country but al so
el sewher e.

Because of the economic situation, H shanms dream of opening a Pizza



Station in New York may have to wait some years, naybe even nany years,
before it can be realised. But he has set hinmself this goal and is working
towards achieving it. In a |larger perspective, we nust rem nd ourselves
not to lose sight of the goals we have set. The economic turnoil of this
regi on cannot be regarded as much nore than a hiccup that a glass of water
could not overcone. In other words, Ml aysians nmust not allow prevailing
problens to conme in the way of their aspiration to beconme a devel oped
soci ety. W have determ ned our goals and set out programmes to hel p us
achieve them it is a matter of making the necessary changes, remaining
commtted to the vision, and working harder - a ot harder - to realise
the dream

( END)
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