03 FEB 1998

WORLD BANK CHI EF MEETS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 3 (Bernama) -- Wrld Bank president Janmes Wl f ensohn
met Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad today to di scuss the
i npact of the Asian financial crisis on Ml aysia.

Wl f ensohn, who arrived here yesterday for a two-day visit, held the
talks with Dr Mahathir at the Prime Mnister's Departnment, here.

The World Bank chief is in Malaysia on the third |l eg of his week-1ong
tour of six East Asian nations ainmed at assessing the inpact of Asia's
econom c crisis and offering support for financial, social and governnental
ref or ns.

He has visited Singapore and Thailand. He will also visit |ndonesia,
the Philippines and Sout h Korea.

I n Si ngapore yesterday, Wl fensohn told reporters that the progranmes
undertaken by Mal aysia to deal with the country's current financial and
econom ¢ probl ens had been effective and that Mal aysi a had the capacity to
deal with the crisis which had al so rocked several other Asian countries.

Wl f ensohn is schedul ed to hold a news conference | ater today.
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