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WORLD BANK CHI EF ARRI VES | N KL

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 2 (Bernama) -- Wrld Bank president Janmes Wl f ensohn
arrived here today for a two-day visit to hear first-hand from Mal aysi an
| eaders about the inpact of the Asian financial crisis on the Ml aysian
soci ety.

Wl f ensohn, who arrived from Singapore on a simlar mssion, is
scheduled to hold talks with Deputy Prine Mnister and Fi nance M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi mtonight.

He is al so expected to neet Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad tonorrow to be foll owed by a news conference.

Wl fensohn is on a tour of six East Asian nations fromJan 30 to Feb 8
which will also take himto | ndonesia, the Philippines and South Korea. He
has al ready visited Thail and.

Earlier in Singapore, the Wrld Bank chief told reporters that the
programes undertaken by Mal aysia to deal with the country's current
financial and economnic probl ens have been "effective".

He said that Ml aysia has got the capacity to deal with the crisis.
Speaking to reporters here on his arrival, Wl fensohn said the inpact
of the current economc crisis on the poor would be one of the topics to be

di scussed with Dr Mahat hir and Anwar

"There's no standard topic of discussion other than on the stability of
the financial systemand how we m ght assist the governnent's wi shes on the
i ssues of corporate |aw and the issues of supervision of the banking
system

"There's a social agenda to be discussed ... how you can get people
back to work and how you reverse the financial crisis inpact on the
vul nerabl e people (the children and the ol d people)," he said.

Wl f ensohn sai d he woul d al so seek advice fromthe Prinme Mnister and
the Finance Mnister on the econom c problens facing the country. --
BERNAMA
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