27/ 04/ 1998

Wor |l d-cl ass nmedi cal centre for Sarawak

KUCHI NG, Sun. - Sarawak is to build a world-class nedical centre to neet
growi ng demand for secondary and tertiary nedical care by its people and
those from Brunei and Kal i mantan, |ndonesi a.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud, who | aunched the proposed
Sarawak I nternational Medical Centre | ast night, said the project had the
bl essings of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, his deputy
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahi mand Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng.

So far, five organisations have pledged RML million each towards the
centre's construction, which would take between three and four years.

The five are Baitul mal, Sarawak Enterprise, Cahya Mata Sarawak, Sarawak
Ti mber | ndustry Devel opnment Corporation and Sarawak El ectricity Supply
Cor por ati on.

Tai b did not say what the cost of the project would be but disclosed
that it would be built near the proposed Cyber Village, between Kuching
and Kota Samar ahan.

He said existing nmedical facilities would not be able to neet the future
requi rements of Sarawak.

Present at the launch held at a hotel were Deputy Chief M nister Datuk
Dr George Chan Hong Nam NMSC nmanagi ng director Datuk Dr Saw Huat Seong
and nenbers of the Mayo dinic of the United States.

Mayo Clinic is an adviser on technical and operational issues to the
SI MC.

A NVMSC Press statenent issued in late 1994 had stated that the State
Gover nnent had comni ssioned Mayo Clinic to carry out a feasibility study
for an international medical centre in the State capital

The proposed SIMC will be headed by Dr Saw, an internationally renowned
Mal aysi an car di ot horaci ¢ surgeon.

Pl ans for the proposed centre include in- and out-patient services and
procedures, teaching programmes for Universiti Ml aysia Sarawak,
speci al i sed | aboratory services as well as research in basic science and
clinical nedicine, continuing education for nedical staff, and testing and
devel opnent of nmedi cal equi prent and technol ogy.
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