13 JUL 1998
Mahat hir - Kosovo
WORLD SHOULD SUPPORT KOSOVO S | NDEPENDENCE, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 13 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad said the international community shoul d support ethnic
Al bani ans' demand for Kosovo's independence from Ser bi a.

He said there was no reason why the ethnic Al bani ans coul d not make
Kosovo aut ononobus whereas the other regions of the former Yugoslavia have
been grant ed i ndependence.

"Yugoslavia is no longer a country now. It has been fragmented into
several independent nations," he told reporters at Angkasapuri here today
after taking part in a television recording.

Dr Mahathir said ethnic Al banians are not of the same ethnic group as
the Serbs and are in fact different religion-wise in that they are Muslins.

"Just as Slovenia and Croatia and Macedoni a can be gi ven i ndependence,
therefore | believe Kosovo too deserves independence," said the prinme
nm ni ster.

"And the international conmunity shoul d support Kosovo's fight for
i ndependence, " he sai d.

The prinme mnister said while Malaysia in principle did not support
separation of a region fromany country, Kosovo's denand for independence
was proper as the other regions in the area have secured i ndependence.
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