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Mahat hi r - Econony
LAUNCH OF KEMBARA SHOAS ECONOMY NOT THAT BAD, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 24 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today's |aunch of the Perodua Kenbara proves that Ml aysia's
economny is not as bad as claimed by foreigners.

He said confirmed booking for 475 units of the locally-nmade
four-wheel -drive vehicle showed that Ml aysians "still have two or three
ringgit to spend on new cars."

VWhile the world felt Mal aysia's econony was about to coll apse and
needed the help of the International Mnetary Fund, "strangely, we |aunch a
new car," he said to applause fromthe nore than 1,000 guests at the
[ aunchi ng.

The Prime Mnister said foreigners had been sayi ng Mal aysi a was doi ng
all the wong things contrary to the advice of foreign journalists "who
seemto know rmuch nore in running countries, better than any government in
the world."

These journalists "strangely remain journalists and not mnisters of
any country", he said.

Dr Mahathir expressed confidence that Kenbara would be well-received by
the public as the vehicle would be the cheapest four-wheel-drive inits
cat egory.

He said Kenbara was aerodynamic in shape and this could make it nore
popul ar than the other "boxy | ook” four-wheel-drives.

Per odua, or Perusahaan O onpbil Kedua Sdn Bhd, would be able to export
the Kenbara in future, he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that he had tested a 850 cc Kancil direct fuel
injection and was surprised that it could really accelerate.

However, he did not say whether the car would go into mass production.

Kancil is the second national car after Proton and is produced by
Per odua.

Wth its reasonable prices, Mlayians could buy nore Kancils, maybe at
t he expense of the Proton," said Dr Mahathir in jest.
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