13/ 11/ 1998

350 firnms expected to participate in trade fair

VWH LE Apec | eaders will be involved in discussions to find solutions to
the current econonic downturn affecting the world' s econom es, about 350
compani es from menber countries will take part in the 3rd Apec
International Trade Fair '98.

The fair, to be held fromNov 13 to 16 at the Mnes International
Exhi bition Centre, will be opened today by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Thened "Enhanci ng G obal Conpetitiveness through Technol ogy and Human
Resour ce Devel opment”, it will focus on how technol ogi es and skilled
manpower contribute to the dynam ¢ devel opnent of Apec econom es.

The fair will also feature products, technol ogi es and programmes rel at ed
to "Energency Preparedness".

Host ed by Mal aysi a External Trade Devel opnent Corporation (Matrade) and
organi sed by FMM Exhi bition Services Sdn Bhd, the fair is managed by Reed
Exhi bi ti ons Sdn Bhd.

At a Press preview yesterday, Reed Exhi bitions general nmanager Steven
Thong said the exhibition was ai ned at enhanci ng and encour agi ng busi ness
rel ati onshi ps between conpanies within the Apec econoni es.

He said over 20,000 donestic and international visitors, nostly business
peopl e, were expected to visit the fair which opens between 1llamand 1lpm
daily. It is open to the public between 4pmand 7pm

Thong said 76 Ml aysi an conpani es would be involved in the fair,

i ncl udi ng Petronas, Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd, Col den Hope Pl antati ons, Renong
Group, Sout hern Bank Berhad, Cel com Mal aysia Bhd and Mal aysi an Sheet d ass
Ber had.

Anong the highlights of the fair is the DRB-H com Group exhi bition which
will feature the newy | aunched Proton Satria and Perdana - a
col | aborati on between the conpany and Lotus Cars in the UK

Thong said to ensure every country was represented at the fair, the
booth rental charge was RVMb, 000 for a 12 square netre-area.
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