30/ 03/ 1998

1st ever try by a tropical nation for the North Pol e

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad yesterday | aunched yet
anot her chal | enge by Mal aysians to put the country on the world nap.

Dr Mahathir said the "North Pole Freefall Expedition”, will be the first
ever attenpt by Ml aysians to sky dive and parachute into the North Pol e.
Last year, Ml aysi ans scal ed Mount Everest, the highest peak in the

wor | d.

"In fact, this will be the first ever attenpt by people froma tropica
country, who have never experienced snow, to sky dive and parachute into
the North Pole," said Dr Mahathir

The Prinme M nister said a Proton Wra Aeroback will also be "dropped",
along with nenbers of the freefall expedition team

"This will be a rare occasion to see a car produced in a tropica
country being “dropped into the North Pole," he said. However, this wll
be the second tine a car is "dropped" into the North Pole. The Vol kswagen
was the first.

Whi | e expressing his confidence that the 16-nenber expedition teamwill
achi eve success, Dr Mahathir rem nded themto be careful and hoped they
woul d nmake the country proud.

"They shoul d be aware that the danger is not only when they junp from
the aircraft at 10,000 feet and parachute. The area they are going to | and
oninthe North Pole will al so pose a danger."

On a lighter note, Dr Mahathir said nmenbers of the expedition team
shoul d not be afraid because "there will be no poles at the North Pol e".

Later at a press conference, Dr Mahathir said such expeditions should
not be linked with econonic activities and thus shoul d not be postponed
due to the current economni c probl ens.

"What is the connection between this expedition and econony? Not nuch
If we really want to take into consideration the present econonic
probl ens, then we shoul d postpone ot her (sports) activities as well such
as Sukom (Commonweal th Ganes), football... postpone all. Let us all sit
down crying over the econom c problens,” he said.

Meanwhi | e, organi sing chai rman Datuk Dr |brahi m Saad said Mal aysia will
be the seventh country to try a parachute freefall in the North Pol e.

"However, all the six countries before us were western countries and
this is the first attenpt by those froma tropical country to junp and
parachute in the North Pole," he added.

The expedition team conprising those fromthe Defence, Police and
Federal Territory Parachuting Club as well as a TV3 crew, will |eave for
Moscow on April 3 to acclimatise to the cold.

The teamthen goes to Khatanga on April 15 and will remain there for
three days before proceeding to the North Pole. The teamw |l be in the
North Pole for three hours and is expected to return to Ml aysia on Apri
23.
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