09/ 10/ 1998
Y2K sol ution inspired by genius of 2,300 years ago

Marina Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Inspired by an Indian political strategist who
lived 2,300 years ago, a nodern-day Year 2000 Probl em anal yst canme up with
a novel solution to beat the MIIennium Bug, whose deadline is |less than
450 days away.

Now, Chennai -born S. Jayaprasanna Raj intends to market his Y2K
sol ution, called "Chanakya" after the ancient genius, as a tinme, noney and
| abour - savi ng nmeasure to achi eve Y2K conpl i ance.

The Y2K problemrefers to the inability of sonme conputer chips to read
dat es beyond the year 1999 in tinme-sensitive functions, possibly resulting
in system shutdown or mal function, not just in conputers but in other
equi prent critical to business operations and daily life.

Jayaprasanna Raj said npbst Y2K solutions focus on the two missing digits
and enpl oy arm es of conputer hacks to go through lines and |ines of
conputer code to add those two digits wherever they are nissing.

"This is too slow - we have only acconplished about 40 per cent of what
needs to be done and there are nearly one trillion lines to be scanned
before the dawn of the year 2000," he said during a conference and
denonstration of the Chanakya sol ution.

The Chanakya net hodol ogy, he said, introduces an "intelligence feature"
at the conpiler level, to enable the systemto distinguish dates in
different centuries based on the last two digits.

A conpiler translates codes in a programrer's |anguage into nachine
codes.

Chanakya, which took about two years to devel op, can be incorporated
i nto any programr ng | anguage, platform (desktop or nainfranme, for
exanpl e) or format for easy usage, Jayaprasanna Raj said.

Deputy Informati on M nister Datuk Dr Sul ei man Mohanad, who officially
opened t he conference, said he woul d hel p Jayaprasanna Raj and | oca
partner Usaha Riang IT (M Sdn Bhd obtain a neeting with Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Aside fromlIndia, he said he wanted Ml aysia to be another | aunchpad for
Chanakya as the country had di spl ayed vision and | eadership in becom ng a
wor | d-cl ass purveyor of ITwith its Miltinmedia Super Corridor.

More information can be obtained by calling 03-4629988, faxing 03-
4629898 or e-mmiling usahari @o.jaring.mny.
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