21/ 06/ 1998

Yout h movenment consistent in its stand, says Zahid

UWMNO Youth is consistent inits stand for the party torid itself of
cronyi smand nepotism Youth chief Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Hami di said
yest er day.

He said the call was necessary as there were still "loose ends" in
Umo's policy on such matters.

"We are analysing the matter as voiced by two Youth representatives who
debated on the presidential speech and the notion on the econony."

On party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad's statenent that any
attenpt by Zahid to use his (Dr Mahathir's) son Mokhzani as a "bridge" to
him (Dr Mahathir) could lead to it being misintepreted as a form of
nepoti sm the Youth chief said there was nothing he could do about it.

When asked about runours of his connection wth Mkhzani, who is the
nmovenent's treasurer, Zahid said it was difficult to stop the runour-
nongeri ng.

He said Umo Youth had al ways preferred to have an informal link with
the president as it would nade interaction within the party nmuch easi er.

He al so defended hinsel f agai nst the accusations by Kel antan deputy Umo
I'iaison chief Datuk Annuar Misa that he had rmade criticisns not based on
evi dence, but to gain popularity.

He said Umo Youth had a secretariat to study not only notions by the
movenent ' s speakers or feedbacks to the notions, but also matters to be
brought to the attention of the party.

Zahi d added professionals were also invited to sit in the secretariat to
ensure that notions were drawn up after scrutiny.
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