28/ 09/ 1998

Youth to organi se big gathering

JOHOR BARU, Sun. - Umo Youth will organise a 100, 000-strong youth
gathering at the Bukit Jalil stadiumon Cctober 10 to show their support
for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.

Its deputy chairman Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein said the show of strength
woul d subsequently serve as a nmeans to address the unfair criticisns
| aunched agai nst the country recently by the foreign nedia and | eaders.

Hi shanmmuddi n, speaking to reporters after hol ding Umo Youth's first
nati onwi de briefing for State Umo Youth | eaders here today, said the
Bukit Jalil neeting was al so to conbat the so-called reformati on novenent
canpai gn by Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims supporters.

"The gathering, to be attended by Dr Mahathir and senior Barisan
Nasi onal |eaders, will prove once and for all to the people that the
youths in this country are not swayed by Anwar's canpai gn

"Atotal of 50,000 Umo Youth nenbers, 20,000 youth nenbers from MCA
10,000 fromM C, 10,000 from Gerakan, 10,000 from PPP and representatives
fromconponent parties in Sabah and Sarawak are expected to gather at
Bukit Jalil on Cctober 10."

H shanmuddi n sai d Umo Yout h which was unhappy with the recent news
coverages by the foreign nedia, in particular that of Singapore on the
country's present situation, had | earned from past experiences that it was
usel ess to be at | oggerheads with these parties.

"The best course of action for us nowis to correct the situation within
the country by clarifying matters with the party's grassroots, w pe out
the influence of Anwar's so-called reformati on novenent and prove to
foreigners that Ml aysians, including the youth, are united behind Dr
Mahat hir' s | eadership

"To start off our action against the foreign nmedia and | eaders,
particularly that of the United States and Britain, Umo Youth
I nternational Affairs Council has issued a statenment on its stand on the
matter."

In the statenment, H shamuddin, who is the council's chairman, said
Mal aysi ans stood by Dr Mahathir's recent statenment that Ml aysia woul d not
“craw , kneel and bend to kiss the feet of foreigners to save its
econony'

"Ml aysi a al so does not want foreign parties to interfere in the
country's adm nistration. To support this, we wish to point out that in a
recent survey by Time.comAsia, it was shown that 61.23 per cent of 5,899
peopl e intervi ewed believed Anwar should be arrested for endangering the
country's security.

"We also like to point out that Australian Prinme M nister John Howard's
recent comments agai nst the Mal aysi an Governnent are unfounded and an
attenpt by himto divert attention fromhis own problens."

( END)
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