08/ 10/ 1998

Zahid grateful for chance to give his side of story

BAGAN DATOH, Wed. - Former Umo Yout h Chief Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hami di said
he was grateful to Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and t he
supreme council for giving himthe chance to explain his side of the
story.

"I would like to thank the president and the suprene council for
deciding not to expel me fromthe party and instead issuing ne with a
show- cause letter. This proves that Umo uphol ds justice.

"I have been given the chance to defend nyself," he told reporters after
a cl ose-door briefing with about 1,000 people, including Umo nenbers,

Bari san Nasi onal conponent party nmenbers, comunity | eaders and | eaders of
several non-governnental organisations.

"I have yet to receive the letter but will reply to it as soon as
possi bl e," he said.

Ahmad Zahi d said he cane to know of the supreme council's decision to
i ssue himand 17 others with show cause |letters through the newspapers and
i medi ately contacted the Umo headquarters to confirmhis status.

On the briefing session today, Ahmad Zahid said this was his first
effort to explain to grassroots nenbers the country's political situation
He added that he believed sone nenbers were thinking of |eaving Umo
because of differences of opinion.

"I will be discussing with acting Umo Youth | eader Dat uk Hi shamruddin
Tun Hussein the possibility of ne holding briefing sessions with Umo
Yout h nmenbers.

"Since | do not have locus standi as | amno |onger the Umo Youth
| eader, | amwaiting for other Umo divisions toinvite ne to explain to
the grassroots in their divisions," added Ahnad Zahi d, who is Bagan Dat oh
Umo di vi si on chief.

Ahmad Zahid said it was inportant that Umo nmenbers were not divided and
that they fought for the sanme cause.

"They nmust not allow outsiders to capitalise on the political
devel opnents to destroy unity within Umo and the BN," he added.

He al so advi sed Umo nenbers to abide by the | aws and all ow the cases
agai nst forner Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahimto take its
cour se.

( END)
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