30 SEP 1998
Zahi d- Rel eased
ZAH D FREED FROM | SA DETENTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 30 (Bernama) -- Umo Youth head Dat uk Ahmad Zahid
Ham di and four top | eaders of the Ml aysian Islam c Youth Movenent (ABIM
det ai ned under the Internal Security Act (ISA) have been unconditinally
freed, police said today.

The four ABIM | eaders are its president Ahmad Azam Abdul Rahman, deputy
presi dent Mokhtar Ri dzwan, vice president Abdul HalimlIsmail and
secretary-general Shaharuddi n Badar uddi n.

Al of themwere arrested on Sept 21 under Section 73 (1) of the I1SA a
day after former Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mwas
det ai ned under the sane Act.

The Bukit Aman Police Headquarters in a statenent issued at 3.50pmsaid
all five people were freed unconditionally.

They were anong 17 people detained following illegal assenblies and
di sturbances in Kuala Lunpur. The ill egal assenblies were held by
supporters of Anwar who was sacked fromthe Cabinet on Sept 2 and expelled
fromUmo a day earlier.

Zahid was freed at Brickfields District Police Station here and was
seen leaving the station in a Proton Wra at about noon.

The Umo Yout h Chief was detained in Kota Kinabal u and brought to Kual a
Lunpur on Sept 24.

Among those still detained are Negeri Senbilan Umo Youth Chief Ruslan
Kassi m and Bandar Tun Razak Umo Division head Tanunif Mokhtar.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad tol d the Dewan Rakyat
yesterday that Anwar was detained under the I SA for inciting his followers
toriot.

Till this evening no statenment was forthconi ng from Ahmad Zahi d who was
resting with his famly at his house here.

Meanwhi | e Abi m Vice President (International Affairs) Associate
Prof essor Dr Mbhammad Redzuan Ot hrman said in a statenment this evening that
the four ABIM I eaders were freed at about 1pm

"All of themare in good health and resting with their famlies," he
sai d.

He was grateful to God for the unconditional release of the four ABIM
| eaders and hoped the others being held under the I SA woul d al so be freed
or brought to trial speedily.
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