07 SEP 1998
Zahi d- Anwar
ZAH D REJECTS CALLS TO RESI GN AS UWMNO YOUTH LEADER

KUALA LUVPUR, Sept 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Ahnmad Zahid Ham di today
rejected calls for himto resign as Umo Youth | eader over the novenment's
stand on the di snmissal of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe Cabinet and the
party.

Zahid said in a statement that he had no intention yet to resign
because he had no strong reason to do so.

"For the past few days, there had been various assunptions and
al | egations on Umo Youth's position and stand relating to the dismssal of
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi m

"As to ny post, it was elected at the Umo Youth general assenbly on
Cct 9 1996. Only the del egates who have denocratically el ected ne can
deci de on ny position," he said.

Zahid said this in response to calls fromFederal Territory and Sabah
Umo Youth chiefs that he resigns for failing to declare his stand on
Anwar ' s di smi ssal

Anwar was sacked as Deputy Prine M nister and Fi nance M nister |ast
Wednesday and from Umo a day | ater on allegations of sexual nisconduct,
bri bery and | eaki ng nati onal secrets.

He has repeatedly denied all the allegations, claimng that they are
part of a conspiracy against him

Zahid al so expl ai ned his presence in the hone of the ousted deputy
prime mnister together with others supporters.

He said he was there to express his synpathy to Anwar's famly

H s presence should not be interpreted as anything el se since the Umo
Youth stood with the decision of the Barisan Nasional Youth at its neeting
| ast Thursday to stand solidly behind the | eadership of Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad as Prinme M nister and Umo President.
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