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Zahid says he won't resign, leaves it to Umo Suprene Counci

Kamar ul Yunus

DATUK Ahmad Zahid Hamidi said he will not resign fromhis post as Umo
Yout h chi ef because of his support for Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahim and wll
leave it to the party's Suprene Council to decide on his position.

He said the Umo Youth exco nmenbers cannot force himto resign fromthe
post .

"What they can do is only to appeal to ne to step down or resign.

"My decisionis that | will not et go of the position in the novenent.
| leave this to the Suprene Council to decide," Ahnmad Zahid said after a
five-hour special nmeeting with the Umo Youth exco nenbers in Kuala Lunpur
yest er day.

The special neeting, attended by 25 exco menbers and 13 state youth
| eaders except those from Kedah, was called Ahnad Zahid's position in the
nmovenent follow ng his support for Anwar, who was renpved fromall party
and governnent posts |ast week.

Several exco nmenbers had over the past week asked himto make a stand on
the novenent's position towards Anwar's dism ssal as Deputy Prine M nister
and Fi nance M nister, as well as Umo deputy president.

Sone of these nmenbers had urged Ahnad Zahid to step down as youth chief
if he continued to show his support to Anwar.

Asked whet her there were requests fromexco nenbers for himto step down
during the nmeeting, Ahmad Zahid said: "Yes, openly | accepted that
(request by exco nmenbers for himto step down)."

"After listening to views of my coll eagues of the Umo Youth exco,
take heed of their views."

Ahmad Zahid said the nove to |l eave his fate to be decided by the Suprene
Counci| was unani nously agreed to by exco nenbers and state youth | eaders.

He expl ai ned that under the party's Constitution and the novenent's
regul ati ons, exco nenbers cannot expel the youth chief, his deputy or the
novement's el ected office bearers.

"The power of the Youth exco nenbers is actually depended upon the Umo
Supreme Council decision,"” he added.

Ahrmad Zahi d al so said the press conference woul d probably be his |ast on
the matter. " ... (one) | feel reluctant to announce to the press," he
sai d.

Later, Ummo deputy chi ef Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein said Ahmad Zahi d and
the Umo Youth exco will determ ne how best to convey the decision taken
by the novenment on the matter to the Suprenme Council.

"I will discuss the matter with my col |l eagues and Ahmad Zahid. Wat is
important is that the exco nmenbers were rational in their discussion,
particul arly concerni ng Ahmad Zahi d's position.

"They took into consideration various aspects such as the stability and
unity as well as imge of the novenent," he said, while urging youth
menbers to be cal mand respect the decision taken by the exco nenbers.

Apart fromthis, Ahmad Zahid said Umo Youth unani nously supported the
statement nmade by H shammuddi n on behalf of the majority of the exco
menbers on Tuesday.

Twenty-one of the 25 exco nenbers had decl ared undi vi ded support for
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir as party president and Prine Mnister, and the
Supreme Council's decision to expel Anwar.

Bernana reports: Police investigations on Anwar all eged sexual
m sconduct is in final stages, |nspector-Ceneral of Police Tan Sri Rahim



Noor said yesterday. He, however, did not indicate when the investigations
will be conpleted.

"Many reports have been | odged pertaining to the case. Sone reports on
the investigations are nearing conpletion while others are in various
stages of investigations. It depends on how fast we can gat her evi dence
and interview w tnesses, " he said.

He said after police had gathered the prinma facie evidence, the
i nvestigation papers will be handed to the Deputy Public Prosecutor to

deci de whether to charge Anwar or otherw se.
(END)
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