21 JUN 1998

ZAH D TRI ES TO EVADE PRESS AFTER BElI NG REBUKED AT UWNO ASSEMBLY

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernama) -- Umo Youth chief Datuk Ahrmad Zahid
Ham di, who was sharply criticised at the party general assenbly today for
raising the i ssues of nepotismand cronyism attenpted to evade reporters
after the assenbly ended.

Several journalists had waited for the youth chief to approach at the
exit near Dewan Merdeka in the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here, but he did
not appear.

However, when they saw his car noving to the back of the hall, the
journalists rushed there, and they saw Zahi d wal ki ng out with several Umo
Yout h executive conmi ttee nmenbers.

Zahid smled at the reporters but declined to comment on party
presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s cl osi ng speech in which he hit
out at the Youth chief for bringing up the i ssues of nepotismand cronyism
in the mass nedi a.

"Thank you for waiting so long for nme.. no news.. everthing's okay," he
said as he wal ked to the waiting car.
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