04/ 12/ 1998

“Zainal's appointnent as senator a recognition of trade unionists'

PETALI NG JAYA, Thurs. - The inpendi ng appoi ntment of Ml aysi an Tr ades

Uni on Congress president Zai nal Ranpak as a senator shows the Governnent
iswlling to accept ideas or criticisns fromtrade unions, especially on
| abour-related matters.

Human Resources M nister Datuk LimAh Lek said this al so showed t he
Gover nnent recogni sed the contributions of trade unionists who played an
inmportant role in preserving industrial harnony.

The MIUC i s the biggest |abour nobvenment in the country with close to one
mllion menmbers.

"Zainal's appoi ntnent shows that the Governnent recognises the
contributions of the country's | abour nmovenents and has al ways gi ven due
attention to their recomendations," he said.

Zainal, who was al so present, will be sworn in as senator on Monday.

Li mwas speaking to reporters after opening the International Labour
Organi sati on- Asean Trades Uni on Council| workshop on "Trade Uni ons and
Envi ronnent al | y Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent" here.

Al so present were the Mnistry's Secretary-General Datuk Zainol Abidin
Rashid, |ILO (Geneva) Workers' Activities senior specialist M chael
Sebastian and 1 LO (Bangkok) Wrkers' Activities senior specialist Kiniyo
Takagi .

Twenty trade union | eaders from Asean countries are partcipating in the
t hree day wor kshop.

Zainal will becone the second unionist to be appointed to Dewan Negar a.
The first was Sai ful Nathan, also a former MIUC president, who had served
one term begi nni ng 1963.

Li msaid he believed that Zainal, as a seasoned unionist who is also in
| LO s governing body, would be able to utilise his expertise in |abour-
related i ssues for the benefit of workers.

"I hope Zainal's appointment will spur others to work harder for their
uni ons and not pay nere lip service to their menbers,” he said.

Zai nal , when asked to comment on his inpendi ng appoi ntnment, said: "
thank Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad for recomendi ng ny
appoi ntment to the Yang di-Pertuan Agong.

"As the | aw does not allow unionists to play an active role in politics,
| believe that a seat in the the Dewan Negara will provide nme an avenue to
di scuss issues, especially those affecting workers, nore effectively,”
sai d Zai nal who has been MIUC president since 1985 and an active unioni st
for about 40 years.

Zainal, who was a former suprene council nember of the defunct Parti
Mel ayu Senmangat 46, gave up politics in 1995 when he was warned by the
Trades Uni on Departnent director-general that he had to choose between
politics and trade uni oni sm

Earlier in his speech, Limsaid industrial harnmony was one of the
i mportant prerequisites to a sustai nabl e econom ¢ grow h.

He said to maintain industrial peace, there should be good understandi ng
and co-operation between the Governnent, enployers and trade uni ons where
| abour issues shoul d be discussed before inplenentation for the benefit of
all.

Takagi in her speech earlier said anobng others the objective of the
sem nar was to help unionists participate fully in decision-naking bodies
to i npl ement measures ainmed at environnental protection and sustai nable



soci o- econoni ¢ devel opnent .

"This workshop is held to help workers and their trade unions to better
understand the |inkages of various issues to environnmentally sustainable
devel opnent, and to outline priorities based on the needs of ATUC and its
affiliates.”

( END)
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