14/ 06/ 1998

Zam sl ans Zahi d for nepoti smcomrents

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Senator Datuk Zainuddin Miidin today criticised Umo
Yout h chi ef Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hami di for harping on the i ssue of nepotism
and cronyi sm saying this was "dangerous” to party unity.

He said Zahid should be aware that as the Umo general assenbly
approaches, there would be strong pressure fromabroad to jeopardise both
public and Umo's unity, and Zahid could unwittingly be rmade an
i nstrument.

In a Press statenment, Zainuddin, who is better known as Zam said
Zahid's comments seened to have garnered support fromsone |slamc student
associ ations, while creating anxiety in Umo and doubts anong the public.

Zainuddin said it would not be surprising if young students not well -
versed in the nation's history were influenced by Zahid's statenent.

"This reveals his immturity. The statenment by Zahid | ends credence to
the picture painted by the foreign nedia that nepoti smand cronyi sm exi st
in Mal aysia just |like in Indonesia," Zainuddin said.

He said the foreign nedia viewed the New Econonmic Policy as having
characteristics of nepotismand cronyi sm

"Through the NEP, thousands of Ml ays have been educated and entered
professional life, even holding inportant positions in the corporate world
and the like," Zainuddin said.

He said there m ght not be any Mal ay who did not benefit fromthis
"nepotismpolicy"” which had rai sed their standing in Malaysia's plural
soci ety.

Many Mal ay students now in the country's institutions of higher |earning
were there because of the "nepotismpolicy".

"Zahid hinmself got positions in several conpanies due to the “nepotism
policy'. Hs statement does not help the nation at this critical tinme, but
i nstead creates m sconceptions about the | eadership of the party and
nation," he added.

Zai nuddin said this was realised by Zahid hinself when the latter said
| ast night that there were instigators frominside and outside Umo who
were placing himat | oggerheads with the party | eadership.

"Zahi d shoul d be aware that his statenment, which uses foreign terns |ike
nepoti smand cronyi sm at once creates wong assunptions about party
| eadershi p, especially the | eadership of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim" Zai nuddin sai d.

He said this was proven by statenments nade by the National Association
of Islam c Students Mal aysia and Uni versiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a Students
Associ ati on.

"I't would be very difficult to change the public's view about his
(Zahid's) | eadership by any statenent now.

"This rem nds us of the tinme the nation was shocked by his action to
apol ogi se to former Singapore Prine Mnister Lee Kuan Yew and his wld
accusation about a plot to bring down the Sel angor Menteri Besar (Datuk
Abu Hassan Omar) which could not be proven."

( END)
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