26/ 06/ 1998

"Daimto zero in on econonic recovery'

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - There will be no overl appi ng of guidelines or
functions anong the different mnisterial portfolios with the appoi ntnment
of Tun Dai m Zai nuddin as a Mnister, International Trade and | ndustry

M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said.

She al so said no Mnister could undertake policy initiatives on his or
her own, rather it nust be done based on consensus in the Cabinet.

"As far as | amconcerned, Daimis not going to interfere with ny
M nistry, but as the executive director of the National Econom c Action
Council, | amsure he will like to hear comrents fromthose who are not in
t he NEAC. "

If any other M nisters have ideas or suggestions that were outside their
portfolio, it would be discussed at the Cabinet, she added.

Rafi dah echoed Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s coments
on Daim's appoi ntnent saying that Dai mhad been performng his function as
executive director of the NEAC with sonme difficulty as he could not
represent the Governnent previously.

"Now that he is in the Cabinet, he has nore authority to speak to
outsiders and he speaks with authority and responsibility.

"Sonetimes the |ink between the Cabinet and the NEAC i s | acking," she
sai d.

She said his presence in the Cabinet woul d enhance the body's |inkage
with the NEAC, and this would accel erate deci si on-naki ng and progranmmes
that the Government wants to inplenent. Responding to a question, Rafidah
said Dai mwould be Iike any other Mnister and woul d not oversee any
agenci es such as Bank Negar a.

"He will come in as another Cabinet M nister except that he will zero in
on economic recovery so he will co-ordinate all these things we are doing
and make sure it gets inplenmented, and hel p put the pieces together."

Bei ng a nenber of the Cabinet, Daimw |l al so be nmade accountabl e and
responsi bl e for any proposals he puts up.

"It is better because if you propose from outside the Governnent, nobody
takes you seriously."

Dai mM s appointnment as Mnister with Special Functions in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent was announced yesterday. He will be sworn in before
the Yang di - Pertuan Agong tonorrow.

Governnent | eaders interviewed wel conmed Daimis return to the Cabinet.
They said Daims experience in bringing the econony out of the 1985
recessi on would enable himto play an effective role in addressing current
econom ¢ probl ens.

Ent repreneur Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mohaned said Dainms
presence in the Cabinet would, together with Dr Mahathir and Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim form"the three pillars in bringing
about econonic re6covery".

He said while sone overlapping of roles could not be avoi ded, every
mnisterial portfolio had its specific functions.

Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat Junid
Megat Ayob described the appointnent as "tinely", as mnisterial status
woul d nake it easier for Daimto neet counterparts locally and abroad in
efforts to overcone the nation's econom ¢ probl ens.

Deputy Health M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man said Dainls
appoi nt rent was "nost appropriate" and he would be an asset to the



Cabi net .

Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib | auded the appoi ntnent as a
"formalisation" of Daims existing role in addressing the economnic
pr obl ens.

Negri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhamad | sa Abdul Sanmad said Daims
previ ous experience as Finance Mnister would enable himto effectively
carry out his new duti es.

The Mal ay Chanmber of Commerce said Daimis return to the Cabi net was
timely as his wi de experience nade hima suitable person to | ead the
country's econom c recovery. Its deputy president Datuk Abdul Rahman
Mai di n descri bed Daims appoi ntnent as a sacrifice for "national service".

(END)
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