18/ 04/ 1998
Zon expects to draw 12,000 visitors a day

Lokman Mansor
THE Johor Baru Duty Free Conpl ez (Zon) expects to drawin at |least 12,000
visitors a day, the majority of which it hopes will be foreign tourists.

The RM300 million integrated duty free conpl ex was devel oped by Kel ana
Megah Sdn Bhd, a nenber of the public listed Sriwani Hol di ngs Bhd. Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is scheduled to officially open
t he conpl ex today.

Sriwani executive director Razak Yahya said in the | ast eight nonths
about 800, 000 peopl e have corme to Zon, of whom 40 per cent were foreigners
and t he renmai nder Ml aysi ans.

"W are working hard to attract nore foreign tourist here, and are
aimng for a 70: 30 per cent mx between foreigners and | ocal s" he said at
a press conference in Johor Baru yesterday.

Razak sai d one of the neasures taken is to link up with agents so that a
visit to the Zon is included in the itinerary of the tourists they handl e.

Zon is a one stop duty free shopping. dining and entertai nnent,
transportati on and acconodati on haven conplete with neeting and convention
facilities. It is located 2kmfromthe Johor Baru-Si ngapore Causeway and
is easily accessible by road, air or sea.

Razak said Sriwani is putting all its resources to back up the Zon and
relies on the internal strengths of its nenber conpanies that are
participating actively in the project.

About 50 per cent of the retail space is occoupied by Cergasjaya Sdn Bhd
whi ch has been nmanaging Sriwani's duty free conplex in Bukit Kayu Hitam
for over 10 years. Ceneral Manager Law Teng How sai d about 60 per cent of
the products on sale are made in Malaysia, inline with the Governnment's
call to pronote Ml aysi an- made goods.

The Zon's food and beverage outlets including the Eden Floating Pal ace
are managed by Second Board |isted Eden Enterprises (M Bhd.

The group's transportation arm Sriwani Tours & Travel, which manages
two catamarans and ferry ternminal at Zon, is already a prominent nmaritine
recreati on operator at Pul au Payar off the coast of Langkaw .

Razak said the group's focus in the Southern region of Peninsul ar
Mal aysia is to take advantage of the cl ose cooperation between Ml aysi a,

I ndonesi a and Si ngapore under the SIJORI (Singapore-Johor-Riau) growth
triangle.
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