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Zon: Johor's one-stop duty-free conpl ex

Lokman Mansor

ONE OF the | argest duty-free conplexes in the region, the Johor Baru Duty
Free Conplex or Zon, will be officially launched by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Moharmad t onorr ow.

Devel oped by Kel ana Megah Sdn Bhd, a nmemnber of the public-listed Sriwan
Hol di ngs Bhd group, Zon offers one-stop duty-free shopping, dining and
entertai nment, transportati on, acconmmodati on and convention facilities.

To ensure that tourists and | ocals have a wi de array of merchandi se
sel ection, Zon offers a shopping podi umconprising four levels and a
basenent, over 30,000 sq mof retail space and nore than 180 bouti que
shopl ot s.

As Zon has been accorded duty-free status, all inported goods are sold
at prices before inposition of any Ml aysi an duties and taxes. Popul ar
itenms include perfunery, cosnetics, apparel, footwear, confectionary,
jewel l ery and toys.

Besi des i nported products, quality made-in-Ml aysia goods are al so
avail abl e as the recent currency novenent has nade these goods very
attractive to tourists.

Anot her integral part of the Zon is the Eden Garden Hotel, the only
hotel in Johor Baru with direct sea-front view Besides |uxuriously
appoi nted guest roonms with sky-light |obby, the hotel has excellent
facilities for neetings, incentives, conventions and expositions.

The JB Expo Centre can accommodate up to 5,000 people in an exhibition
and is well-equipped with state-of-the-art electronic, |ighting, sound and
proj ection systens.

The large colum-free Grand Ballroomis ideal for holding functions for
up to 1,000 people. The two nmulti-Ievel auditoriunms, nmeanwhile, can seat
80 peopl e and 250 respectively.

O her facilities include six well-appointed neeting and function roons,
busi ness centre, a 25,000 sq ft Roman Spa and Health Centre; an extra
| arge swi mmi ng pool; a VIP | ounge and the delights of five internationa
food and beverage outl ets.

There is the "Salt n' Pepper Cafe Restaurant", "PalmLounge" and "Pal m
Bi stro", "Lotus Garden Shark's Fin" and "Abal one Restaurant", and
"Sukhot hai" - A Touch of Authentic Thai Cuisine.

Anot her attraction is the "Eden Floating Pal ace", which takes Ml aysi ans
and tourists alike to a brand-new dining and entertai nment experience.

The Eden Fl oating Pal ace features fine and exclusi e Mandarin cuisine; a
wi de sel ection of fresh seafood; w de range of wi nes and prem umthirst-
guenchers; a world-class entertai nnent and all-night partying at duty-free
prices.

Anchored at a pier fronting Zon, a four-decked fully air-conditioned
vessel houses three outstandi ng food and beverage outlets nanely "VOR
Vi ki ng Di scot heque" on Deck 1, "Eden Floating Pal ace Seaf ood Restaurant”
on Decks 2 and 3, and "Ceasar's Pal ace Karaoke Lounge" on Deck 4.

Under the flagship of Sriwani, the Eden Group of Conpanies is best
renmenbered for their unique, exotic anbi ence, exenplary service and
renowned as the creator of a gournet's paradi se that has put in great
efforts to masterfully create this extraordinary dini ng-and-entertai nnment
paradi se froman ol d Penang ferry.

The transformation took two years and now there is a "Fair Lady"
floating atop the glistening waters of the "Straits of Johor". Visitors



al so have a wi de choice of value-for-noney neals at the basenment Food
Court and several fast food outlets at the shoppi ng podi um

Anot her integral conponent of the Zon is the Johor Baru Internationa
Ferry Terminal, which is fully equipped with nodern facilities and nanned
by all relevant government departnments such as Custons, |nmgration and
Heal th authorities. It is designated to be an official entry point by sea
at the Sout hern Peni nsul ar Ml aysi a.

The term nal provides visitors with convenient international ferry
services from Zon to Tanah Merah in Singapore, Batam and Bintan |Islands in
I ndonesi a and Tanj ung Bel ungkor in Johor and vice versa.

It also has direct links to numerous regional passenger seaports in the
Ri au Archi pel ago, Tioman and Sibu Islands. Wth the huge populationinits
vicinity, the term nal serves as a catalyst for the devel opment of
donestic and regional maritime travel industry, whether for |eisure or
commut i ng.

The terminal has four ferry berthing slots which have a capacity to
handl e up to 8 "arrival s" per hour.

The fast, safe and air-conditioned catamarans (maritine conmuters) which
transport passengers are of specifications approved by the Harbour and
Mari ne Departnents for the confort and safety of passengers.

O her outstanding features include one-stop ticketing and check-in
facilities for the conveni ence of the out-bound traveller; friendly,
courteous and efficient ticketing staff, custons and immigration officers
and confortable waiting and departure halls with piped-in nusic.

Zon pronises to be an exciting new gateway into Malaysia with its
strategic location at the popular Stulang Laut area in Johor Baru, just
2km fromthe exi sting Johor Baru-Si ngapore causeway.
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