Snuff out slander, Dollah

Urges

TUARAN: The Deputy
Prime Minister told
Baisen  Youth last
nignt to check dander.
Likening fitnah (lies)
to cancer, Datuk Seri
Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi sdd good leed-
ers would be toppled if
it was alowed to
Spreed. .
“Whatever ingtitu-
tions we have built will
dissppear and will re-
sult in our race and
country  being de
stroyed as well,” he sad
wheén launching the
Baisan Youth conven
tion here
Abdullah said some
people were encourag-
ing dander and it had
reeched a point where
some of today’s youths
were denying that any-
thing good could come
from the current Gov-
ernment.
They, instead, readily
propaganda that
linked the Government
E%Ia” that isbad, he add-

“What we have built
15 through our efforts
and sweat and not by
rubbing Alladin's lamp.
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But what we have can
be destroyed.”

He said the attacks
need not come from for-
eign dements but from
within the country.

Abdullah said the
Government’'s confi-
dence in its abilitv was
not sheken even though
the country’s legd sys
tem, enforcement, bu-
reaucracy, and main-
dream news media
were under attack.

Remmdm%eywths not
to forget the contribu-
tions of past leaders, he
sad i lence
would be meaningless if
the country had to bow
to externd forces

Citing an example,_he
sad Prime Miniser Da
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad had success-
fullv seered Madavsa
out of the economic cri-

Ss.

“We used our own
formula. Our  indepen-
dence could have ended
if we had surrendered
to the IMF regime,
meaning we would have
surrendered our lives to
foreigners,” he said.

He urged the Barisan
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Youth movement to st
up a forum of co-opera
tion with the youth arm
of politicad parties in
Asean.

“I bdieve in this age
of information technol-
ogy and higher educa
tiond  standards, it
would be esder to form
a drong Adan bloc of
countries” he added.

Tdling Baisan Youth
to stay focused on de
velopment,  Abdullah
said they should be
wary of people who
were bent on dirring up
petty issues such as a
rght way to swear or
t

k about women's
beauty.
Such petty issues

would only difle intd-
lectud growth, he sad.

He hoped Barisan
Y outh would continue to
prepare themsdves to
face chdlenges ahead.

“In the next century.
the sze and population
of a country would ngt
be the measure of i?s
strength but how we
take on future chal-
lenges” he told the 500
delegates
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