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TUARAN: The Deputy But what we have can

be destroyed.”
He said the attacks

Youth movement to set
up a forum of co-opera-
tion with the youth arm
of political parties in
Asean.

Prime Minister -told
Barisan Youth last
night to check slander.

Likening fitnah (lies)
to cancer, Datuk Seri
Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi said good lead-
ers would be toppled if
it was allowed to
spread.

“Whatever institu-
tions we have built will
disappear and will re-
sult in our race and
country being de-
stroyed as well,” he said
when launching the
Barisan Youth conven-
tion here.

Abdullah said some
people were encourag-
ing slander and it had
reached a point where
some of today’s youths
were denying that any-
thing good could come
from the current Gov-
ernment.

They, instead, readily
accept propaganda that
linked  the Government
to all that is bad, he add-
cd.

“What we have built
1s tli~~ou~h  our  e f f o r t s
and \\vcat  and not by
ruhhing  Alladin’s  lamp.

need not come from for-
eign elements but from
within the country.

Abdullah said the
Government’s confi-
dence in its abilitv was
not shaken even though
the country’s legal sys-
tem, enforcement, bu-
reaucracy, and main-
stream news media
were under attack.

Reminding youths not
to forget the contribu-
tions of past leaders, he
said independence
would be meaningless if
the country had to bow
to external forces.

Citing an example, he
said Prime Minister Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad had success-
fullv steered Malavsia
out of the economic cri-
sis.

“We used our own
formula. Our indepen-
dence could have ended
if WC  had surrcndercd
t o  t h e  IMF  regime,
meaning we would have
surrendered our lives to
f’orcigners.”  he  said.

lie  urged the  Parisan

“I believe in this age
of information technol-
ogy and higher educa-
tional standards, it
would be easier to form
a strong Asian bloc of
countries,” he added.

Telling Barisan Youth
to stay focused on de-
velopment, Abdullah
sa id  t hey  shou ld  be
wary of people who
were bent on stirring up
petty issues such as a
right way to swear or
talk about women’s
beauty.

Such petty issues
would only stifle intel-
lectual growth, he said.

He hoped Barisan
Youth would continue to
prepare themselves to
face challenges ahead.

“In the next century.
the size and population
of a country would npt
be the  measure of its
strength but how we
take on future chal-
lenges,” he told the  500
delegates
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