Dr M: Anwar /-
" can't topple

U S

KANGAR: Datuk S; 1!
war lbrahim will not suc-
ceed in toppling the Bari-
san Nasional Government
through street riots, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad said yesterday.

The Prime Minister said
the ruling Government
had the full support of the
people and would reject
such modes of palitical
battles.

“Anwar istrying to top-

the  Government
? hrough street demonstra-
tions and riots in Kuaa
Lumpur but he will never
succeed.

“Anwar Can never topple
the Government through
this wav and he cannot
rule the-country by doing
this,” he said at a meeting
with leaders of Perlis Bari-
san component parties at
Dewan Warisan,

Dr Mahathir said al-
though the riots and street
demonstrations had in a
way tarnished the image
of Malaysia among tour-
ists, the Government had
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proven |ts caogbility” In
handling the matter.

“He was hoping that
tourists will not come as
Malaysia is no more a
peaceful country because
of the riots.

“He wants to see our
economy collapse and the
prices in the Kuala Lum-
pur Stock Exchange nose-
dive.

“But | want to stress
here that we have been
able and are able to defend
our country because of the
integrity _of the ruling
Barisan Government,” he
said.

He said it was aso be-
cause of that integrity that
Malaysia was  brave
enough to refuse an¥ fi-
nancial assistance from
the International Mone-
tary Fund during the
height of the economic tur-
moil in the region.

“We can afford to do this
because we know that we
have the full support from
the people,” said Dr Ma-
hathir.
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