Law breakers will /
‘pay, says Mahathir /u

KUALA LUMPUR: Bari-
san Nasional leaders con-
tinued their criticism of
the opposition for organis-
ing the gathering which
turned unruly and agitat-
ing the people from the
Nationd  Mosaue.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the govern-
ment would not compro-
mise with anyone who
broke the law.

“This country has its
laws which must be exer-
cised and we must put a
stop to the (EJerception that
we are afraid to enforce it
for fear of it being made
an issug” he sad.

“It is because of this
perception that makes the
people disrespect the laws
and they continue to think
that they can do anything
they like because no action
will be taken againgt them.

“Everyone, whether lo-
ca or foreigner, is equa
under our laws,” he told a
press conference at the

end of his two-day visit to
Perlis  yesterday.

“You riot, you hurt peo-
ple or you beat up the po-
lice, you will ggtr arrested.”

Citing Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim’s court case as an
example, he said the au-
thorities could not afford
to compromise or dis
criminate between law
breakers because it would
cause more trouble.

“The problem with An-
war's case is that we are
too lenient.

“There has not been
anvone who is being tried
in the Maaysian court that
was given such a flexibili-
ty like what Anwar is get-
ting.

“And because of that
flexibility, the prosecution
is unable to wrap up their
Deputy Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ah-
mad Badawi regretted the
misuse of the mosgue as a
political platform by non-

Muslim  opposition  leaders.

“We have never forbade
non-Muslims visiting
mosques such as Masjid
Negara or the Shah Alam
mosgue but non-Muslims
must not use mosgues to
incite hatred.”

At the illegal gathering
organised by Datuk Seri
Anwar |brahim’s support-
ers a Masid Negara on
Sunday, three non-Muslim
opposition leaders were
reported to have spoken
from indde the mosque.

They were DAP Y outh
chief Teng Chang Khim,
Parti Keadilan Nasional
vice-president Tian Chua
and Keadilan Youth assis-
tant secretary N. Gobalak-
rishnan.

Wanita MCA chief Da-
tuk Dr Ng Yen Yen sad:
“It is wrong to use places
of worship, whether thev
are mosqgues, temples or
churches, as political plat-
forms and to advance
one's political ambition.”
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