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KUALA LUMPUR: The
Prime Minister said yes-
terday Malaysia welcomed
the  idea of a borderless
world in the information
age but also warned of its
possible debilitating ef-
fects on governments.

profits on equity invest-
ments was an instance
where the government had
responded to the need for
change.

for the country was after
the MSC, the Prime Minis-
ter said his new vision was
to see Mulaysia  as an agri-
culture country.

He said the “biggest

“You can access the In-
ternet from anywhere, but
goods and services still
have to cross borders,”
said Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir  Mohamad.

Answering questions at
a one-and-a-half hour dia-
logue with participants at
the Multimedia Asia 99
conference and exhibition
here, he said “(a’ border-
less world) can be very de-
bilitating if governments
can’t collect taxes.”

“We are up against the
WTO (World Trade Or-
ganisation) now who Want
goods to cross borders
freely,” he said.

To-another  ques t ion ,  Dr
Mahathir brushed aside
concerns that the govern-
ment was not flexible
enough in amending laws
and restrictions that could
put off potential investors
in the Multimedia Super
Corridor.

He said Tuesday’s an-

“In the MSC  we guarantee
that information won’t be
restricted, there will be no
censorship on the Internet.

“But if you download
pornographic material and
distribute it outside the
MSC. then we have laws
(against it),” he said.

Dr Mahathir also told
par t i c ipan t s  tha t  Malays ia
would remain business-
friendly and was willing to
listen to the views of the
private sector.

He quipped that there
would be “rhetorical state
ments made by irresponsi-
ble politicians like myself,”
but he felt that businessmen
were “hardheaded and
interested in whether a
country is stable.”

“They (businessmen)
want to know whether we
willmake 180 degree turns,
or whether the Islamic
party will rule, and we have
to throw out all TV sets
because they are instru-
ments of Satan,” he said.

Asked by another partic-
ipant what his new vision

bill” for the country-now
was the import of food and
as such he wanted to see
the country become a ma-
jor food producer.

“When we have land we
only think of rubber and
oil palm but there is far
less returns (in these com-
modities) than in planting
vegetables and even rear-
ing chickens,” he said.

He said the country was
not maximising land usage
and this had affected its
trade balance.

The Prime Minister was
also asked by two disabled
participants about the ac-
cessibility of the informa-
tion age to the disabled.

“I think the country is
changing and have become
much more concerned
with the needs of the dis-
abled,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said infor-
mation technology could
help the disabled over-
come their limitations be-
cause “with just one tele-
phone you can do work on
the other side of the
world.”
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