Anyone can succeed, say

By A. Kathirasen
and M.K. Megan

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. —
The Barisan Nasional Gov-
ernment’s policy of equal
opportunity for all races
ensures that anyone can
succeed, Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad said to-
day. .

Tha Prime Minister said

this was irrespective of the
size of the community con-
cerned.

He said the only require-
ments for success were dedi-
cation, creativity, hard
work and innovation.

“This success is not de-
pendent on whether the
race is large in number or
not. The success or effec-
tiveness of a race does not
depend on its population,”

he said at the opening of
the 53rd delegates’ confer-
ence of the MIC at Putra
World Trade Centre.

He said there were many
professionals such as engi-
neers, doctors and lawyers
among Indians, adding that
between 1995 and 1997, the
percentage of Indian profes-
sionals in these fields in-
creased by 23.4 per cent
(1,416 to 2,155), 12.1 per cent

\

(3,069 to 3,856) and 11.1 per
cent (1,591'to 1,965) respec-
tively.
. “Many professional bod-
ies are controlled by Indi-
ans and they are active and
aggressive. This is one ex-
ample where the BN Gov-
ernment gives wide oppor-
tunities to all races to
succeed in any field of their
choice.

“In our country, those
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who are clever enough to
grab the opportunities
made available by the Gov-
ernment while being dedi-
cated, hard working, cre-
ative and innovative will
surely achieve great suc-
cess regardless of whether
their race has a big or
small population.”
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‘Barisanhas shown capability to govern’
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He said the BN Govern-
ment had shown its capa-
bility in governing the
country effectively and
justly, particularly in tack-
ling the recent economic
crisis.

Despite being attacked
and criticised by various
groups, including interna-
tional bodies such as the
International Monetarys
Fund which were support-
ed by opposition parties,
the BN Government had
brought the country out of
the economic woes, he said.

“1f economic recovery
had been attempted by a
weak government, even
though the efforts could
succeed, the attacks by the

opposition parties afyd their
friends overseas would
have made them difficult *
and caused failure:

“However, because the..
BN has a good majority in
Parliament and the support
of the majority of the peo-
ple, Government efforts
were not disrupted and be-
came successful.”

He said attempts by cer-
tain groups to subvert the
Government’s efforts
through street riots also
failed because of the loyal-
ty of all BN component par-
ties.

“This is the good that re-
sults from giving a large
majority to the BN. With-
out such a majority, the
Government may fall and a
government more w'lling
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to bow to foreign powers
will take over and surren-
der the country to these
powers,” he said.

Dr Mahathir warned the
people to be wary of treach-
erous elements within and
without the country.

“We must constantly be
wary of them, including op-
position parties which are
trying to win our hearts
and minds with sweet
promises.

“This group will promise
the mountain although it
knows it cannot fulfil those
promises because it has ad-
mitted it will not be able to
form the government after
the general election.”

Dr Mahathir said it was
not easy to govern a coun-
try justly and fairly while

also taking care of the
“hearts” of each race.

“It is not easy to ensure
that each race, with its dif-
ferent socio-economic back-
ground and cultural mores,
is not left out in the stream
of development. It is not
easy to govern a multira-
cial country because the
needs of each race are dif-
ferent.

“If the opposition coali-
tion is imperfect even at
this early stage, it will be
impossible for it to over-
come the problems of a
multi-racial nation. There-
fore, the Indian community
must continue to support
the BN,” he said.
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