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KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. —
Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad to- *
night urged Malaysians to
ensure peace and harmony
and not resort to actions
which would undermine
the Government’s ongoing
efforts to maintain econom-
icrecovery.

Dr Mahathir said it was
because of their unity and
support for the Govern-
ment that attempts by cer-
tain groups to destroy the
Malaysian economy and
force the Government to
bow to their demands, had
failed.

“In actual fact, Malay-
sians are very disciplined
and patient in facing the
current economic prob-
lems. They don’t easily
panic or become lost.

“They are willing to sac-
rifice and work hard to in-
crease productivity and the
country’s revenue so that
the economy can be re-
vived,” he said in his Hari
Raya Aidilfitri message
aired over Radio Televi-
syenMalaysiaand TV3.

Dr Mahathir said the
New Economic Policy was

successful in ensuring
equal  distribution of
wealthamongtheraces.

“As such, the current
economic problems have
not resulted in us losing
our minds, rioting or acting
wildly,” he said

Dr Manathir said if all
citizens were of one heart
and purpose, Malaysia
would return to its strong
economic position within a
short period.

Expressing confidence
that the economic prob-
lems would be overcome by
the turn of the century, Dr
Mahathir said the possibili-
ty had increased because
the Government had suc-
ceeded in freeing the na-
tional economy from the
pressures of currency trad-
ers and foreign share spec-
ulators.

He said with the powers
vested in the Government
by the Constitution and the
law, it had been able to pro-
tect the people and country
from any threat.

“With these powers, the
Government has been able
to regain control of the val-
ue of the ringgit by restrict-
ing its sale and purchase
by currency traders,” he
said.

Dr Mahathir said al-

though the country was not
as prosperous as before be-
cause of the economic prob-
lems, it had not made the
Aidilfitri celebrations less
joyous.

He stressed the impor-
tance of Muslims in Malay-
sia preserving peace and
order.

He urged Muslims not to
make enemies of one an-
other, saying that this
would not only be detri-
mental to the country’s
progress but also the Mus-
lim world as a whole.

Dr Mahathir said unlike
in other countries, Muslims
in Malaysia were able to
celebrate Hari Raya in
prosperity and a peaceful
environment, without fear
of being hit with bombs
and rockets.

Saying Malaysian Mus-
lims should be thankful for
being able to do so, Dr Ma-

hathir called on them to
show their appreciation
with actions which reflect-
ed theirsincerity.

“If we just say in our
hearts that we are thank-
ful, but resort to actions
that will weaken the Mus-
lims and expose them to op-
pression, our thanksgiving
will have no meaning what-
soever,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said making
enemies of one another,
causing riots within the
Muslim community, pre-
venting their development
and their ability to pursue
knowledge and skills, were
examples of 'ungrateful-
ness.
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