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SEPANG: Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad said 
the Government will have 
to provide free bus and 
train services foe the low- 
er income groupif it has 
to meet the demand to 
abolish highway toil. 

‘That is fair. Those 
without cars do not bene- 
fit (from the highway) but 
(because) people do not 
want to pay toll, the Gov 
ernment has to pay corn- 
pensation (to the conces 
sionaires). 

“Why should we pro- 
vide free roads to those 
who have cars. They are 
people who can afford it. 
There are many others 

whose income is in&fPi- 
cient to buy cars whose 
means of transportation 
arc buses and trains. 

“So the fares of buses 
and trains should also be 
abolished. Maybe WC 
should also provide free 
flights,” he told reporters 
at the KL International 
Airport upon his return 
from the World Economic 
Forum at Davos, Switzer- 
land. 

The Prime Minister 
said this in response to 
the nationwide protests 
by the opposition and non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions against “unfair” toll. 

He said people who did 
not own cars would be the 
losers because the money 

paid to the concession- 
aires could bc used to 
build roads in the kam- 
pungs. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
Government could reduce 
road, petrol and other tax- 
es but civil servants’ sala- 
ries would also have to be 
reduced. 

He reiterated the gov- 
ernment’s stand that new 
highways would only be 
built when the people 
were ready to pay toll. 

He said although the 
Government was respon- 
sible for building roads, 
the investment was high 
and if people were unwill- 
ing to pay, then it would 
take a long time to imple- 
ment such projects. 
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