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Court - Anwar
ANWAR S PRELI M NARY OBJECTION I N RMLOO M LLION SU T AGAI NST SUN REJECTED

KUALA LUMPUR, May 6 (Bernama) -- The Hi gh Court here today dism ssed
prelimnary objections by Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimand will hear tonorrow
an application by Sun Media Corporation Sdn Bhd to di spose of his RMLOO
mllion Iibel suit against the conpany as a prelimnary issue.

Justice Datuk R K Nathan nade the decision after hearing subm ssions
from Kar pal Singh, counsel for the former deputy prinme mnister, and and
Dat uk V.K. Linggam for Sun Medi a.

Sun Media, which filed its sumons-in-chanbers on April 6, sought a
court ruling on several issues relating to the question of qualified
privilege as pleaded in its defence to Anwar's suit.

The sunmons-i n-chanbers was supported by the affidavit of Sun Media
director Tan Sri Abdul RahimDin who said it was approriate for the court
to try the issues as prelimnary issues in the interest of justice,
judicial expedi ency and considering the costs invol ved.

In his affidavit-in-reply, Gobind Singh Deo, Anwar's other counsel
said the prayers sought by Sun Media in the application was m sconcei ved
and it would not be appropriate for themto resolve the matter as
prelimnary issues.

Gobi nd Singh said Anwar was entitled to a full trial, having regard to
his contention that a defence of qualified privilege was not open to Sun
Medi a.

Anwar, 51, is suing Sun Media for alleged Iibel for publishing an
article under the heading, "Anwar's behaviour is despicable: PM, on Sept
23 last year.

In his statement of claim Anwar said Sun Media had published the
def amat ory words agai nst himw thout verifying the facts with himbefore
publ i cati on.

He said the Sun had re-published the said words on Jan 28, 1999 under
t he headi ng "Report On Sodony and Masturbation" after the issue of the
suit, thereby, making profit fromthe sale.

In his suit, Anwar is also seeking an injunction to restrain Sun Medi a,
fornmerly known as Sun Media Group Sdn Bhd, by its directors, servants,
and/ or agents fromfurther publishing the said or any simlar libel on him

Anwar is al so seeking interest, costs, and any other relief deened fit
and proper by the court.

Inits statenent of defence, filed on March 11, Sun Media, which
adm tted publishing the words, contended that it did so upon an occasi on of
qualified privilege.

The conpany said it was its legal, noral and social duty to publish the
said words to readers of its newspaper, The Sun, who had a legitimate
interest to receive the information

The statenent of defence also included the full text of what the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had said at a news conference held
on Sept 22 last year and al so questions he was asked by journalists.

The conpany clained that it was Dr Mahathir's public duty to explain to
the general public the dismssal of Anwar fromhis post and it was the duty
of the nedia to convey the explanation to the general public as the genera
public had a co-responding interest to hear the explanation

In his reply, Anwar clained that Sun Media had failed to exercise
reasonabl e caution in publishing the words despite his earlier denial of
any sexual m sconduct.



He said the plea of qualified privilege was not open to Sun Medi a.

Al ternatively, Anwar said the plea of qualified privilege nust fail
because Sun Media was "actuated by malice" when publishing the offending
wor ds.

He said the Sun Media also did not make any effort to confirmthe truth
of the offending words fromhimor fromthe parties allegedly involved with
himin the all eged sexual m sconduct.

He al so clained that Sun Medi a published the words knowi ng well that he
was then under detention under the Internal Security Act and was therefore
unable to reply.
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