09 JAN 1999

ABANG ABU TO UPLI FT ARMED FORCES' EXCELLENCE

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 9 (Bernama) -- New Defence M nister Datuk Abang Abu
Bakar Mistapha today pledged to continue with efforts to enhance the
excel | ence of the Mal aysian Arned Forces and defend its image.

Abang Abu, who was naned to head the Defence Mnistry in Prine Mnister
Dat auk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s Cabi net reshuffle yesterday, in a
statenment al so said the armed forces would continue with efforts to upgrade
its professionalism

He succeeds Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar who has been appoi nted Foreign
Mnister to fill the vacancy created by Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw .
Abdul l ah is now the Deputy Prime Mnister and Home M nister.

Abang Abu expressed his thanks to the Prime Mnister for appointing him
Def ence M ni ster and pledged his full support and loyalty to Dr Mhathir.

He had served as Deputy Defence Mnister fromJuly 1981 to 1990.

Abang Abu is fromthe Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu, the backbone of
the ruling Sarawak Barisan Nasi onal .
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