28/ 06/ 1999

Abdul I ah recal | s opposition to Anwar candidacy in polls

BUKIT MERTAJAM Sun. - Making the revelation for the first time, Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi spoke of Permat ang Pauh Umo nenbers' stiff
opposition to Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mcontesting as Bari san Nasi onal
candidate in the constituency during the 1982 general el ection.

The Deputy Prime Mnister and Umo vice-president said nenbers were
vehenent | y agai nst Anwar's candi dacy because t hey beli eved t hat he was
anti-Umo and anti- Gover nnment .

As Penang Umo |iai son conmttee chairman then, Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir had approached Abdul | ah on the natter.

Abdul I ah, the Penang Umo chief, recalled that Dr Mahathir had said that
it was better if Anwar contested the general election wth Umo.

"However, Permatang Pauh Umo divi si on menbers were strongly agai nst
Anwar," he told reporters after holding a pep tal k on the general el ection
for nenbers of BN conponent parties in the Permatang Pauh parliamentary
constituency.

Al so present were Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon and Per mat ang
Pauh Umo di vi si on acting chai rnman Dat uk Ahnad Saad.

Abdul | ah sai d Per mat ang Pauh Unmo di vi si on nenbers tol d hi mthen that
there was no need for Umo to "fear" Anwar.

"They said if Anwar stood on a Pas ticket or for another opposition
party, Anwar woul d | ose anyway, " he said, "and that they woul d work hard
to ensure the BN' s victory."

But history would have it that Anwar went on to contest and win the
seat .

However, it canme with a price - the Umo nenbers in the constituency
were "very upset” with Abdul | ah, who acknow edged t he senti nents t hen.

Based on that experience, Abdullah said there was no reason why
Per mat ang Pauh Umo di vi si on nenbers should stop their strong support for
Bari san Nasi onal .

"Despite their strong opposition to Anwar's candi dacy then, they
continued to support Dr Mahathir's decision,” he said. "Al though Anwar is
no | onger in Umo, Pernmatang Pauh Umo di vi si on nenbers shoul d continue to
give their full support to Umo and Barisan."

Abdul I ah al so stressed on the i nportance of a very ol d denocratic adage
- the interest of many nust al ways take precedence over the individual.

"Don't get excited over a person or a |leader,” he said. "He al one cannot
achi eve success for the people. He does so through the party.”

Earlier, Abdullah spoke on several issues including Anwar being jailed
for six years for corruption and the BN s preparation for the comi ng
general el ection.
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