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Abdul | ah Ahmad has done it al

Pat vi nder Si ngh

TAN Sri Abdul | ah Ahrmad, Mal aysi a's Speci al Envoy to the United Nations,
had his introduction to politics early inlife when, as a FormFi ve
student, he counted ballots in the July 1955 general election

A student at the Sultan Ismail College in Kota Baru, he had to take an
oath of secrecy before enmbarking on the task

Count i ng began about 8pmand went on into the norning in the contest for
the Pasir Mas parlianentary constituency.

"W were paid RMLO plus free transport and nasi bungkus. It was an
exhil arating experience for me for here | sawpractical politics. | got to
take part in the denocratic process.

"I't never crossed nmy mind that | woul d one day be a candi dat e nysel f,
and a (Deputy) Mnister," the 62-year old political veteran said in the
English-style study of his el egant horme in the Federal capital's
di pl onati c encl ave recently.

Abdul | ah sai d he had al ways | eaned towards politics and writing, which
explains why he left his studies to join The Straits Tinmes, then at Robson
House in Pudu.

"I becane a reporter. There was a scarcity of Ml ay reporters and t hey
asked ne to cover politics, mainly Umo politics," he said.

Later the editor, Harry MIler, would entrust himwi th the task of him
covering several constituencies in the 1959 general el ection.

"I covered all the el ectioneering, Opposition as well as Gover nnent
parties.

"More inportantly, | had to nake assessnents because a few days before
polling, we would wite profiles of candi dates and predi ct who woul d wi n, "
Abdul | ah recal | ed.

Fortunately, his predictions cane true.

He t hought the best run canpai gn then was by (Tun Orar) Ong Yoke Lin,

t he former Dewan Negara president, who was standing in Kual a Kubu Bar u.

"He treated medi a person like a celebrities. Even if he was not there at
hi s headquarters, there was al ways satay, fried kueh teow and dri nks 24
hours |ike a coffee-house,” Abdullah said, adding that it was a hard
canpai gn, generously-funded and very hospitable with the air of a
festival

He said hospitality and all-round conmuni cati on were inportant, adding
that hospitality could have worked for the Alliance in Setapak where its
candi date, Umo's (Tan Sri) Ai shah Ghani, stood against a Socialist Front
candi dat e.

The Soci alist Front's Ahnmad Boest anan won as Abdul | ah t hought he woul d,
mai nly through default as the Alliance i n Set apak was not as nedi a savvy
as the Socialist Front.

Abdul | ah sai d those days, canpai gning was definitely for nore than a
nmont h. There was no tel evision and peopl e were dependent on whi sper-
canpai gns and readi ng Engl i sh and vernacul ar newspapers. Thi s was why
reporters were sought after and courted by all parties and candi dates.

"l got all ny predictions right. | said Umo would | ose i n Setapak which
was true. | was right in Batu which the Socialist Front took

Qut of seven | predicted two | osses for the Alliance and five wins," he
said, adding that his worth rose in the eyes of the British editors

In 1963, he joined forner Prime Mnister, the | ate Tun Abdul Razak, as
political secretary and after a year got involved in organi sing the



el ection canpai gn for Razak whil e al so beconi ng his press assistant.

"I was everywhere, mainly in Kelantan, which Pas won in 1959. W did
very well but could not regain Kel antan.

"Then canme 1969, the nost tumul tous el ection. Free, virulent, violent,"
Abdul | ah sai d.

He sai d he bel i eved t he overzeal ousness and aggressi veness of Opposition
parties led to the suspension of Parlianent.

In 1974, he was asked by Razak to stand in the new y-created
consti tuency of Machang i n Kel ant an whi ch he won easily. He was then nmade
Deputy Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent from1974 to 1976.

"I'n 1976, | was detai ned under the Internal Security Act for five years
and rel eased by (Prime M nister Datuk Seri) Dr Mahathir (Mohamad) two
weeks after he becane Prime Mnister,” he said.

He left the country after that and has no recoll ection of the 1982
general el ection.

In 1986, he stood i n Kok Lanas, Kel antan, and won there agai nst Abdu
Rahman Ahnad of Pas.

In 1990, he | ost the seat to Sukri Mhaned of Semangat '46, in what he
says was "the greatest disaster in Umo's annal s when every Umo candi date
i n Kel antan was wi ped out ironically through (Kel antan Mentri Besar Dat uk)
Ni k Aziz (Ni k Mat)'s and (Kel antan Umo |iai son chi ef Tengku) Razal ei gh's
joint effort.

"Now t hey are at each other's throats, a nere five years |l ater. See how
changeabl e politics is?"

Abdul | ah said his nost menorabl e general el ections were the 1964 and
1969 polls, giventherelatively norelively and |iberal atnosphere then.

Per haps for sonmeone who has had a varied and exciting life as a fornmer
ball ot-counter, journalist, political secretary, polls strategist,
prisoner of conscience and Deputy M nister, this special envoy nay see
sonething nenorable in the pre-nmillenniumpolls after taking part in a
pre-i ndependence el ection
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