28 JAN 1999
Abdul | ah- Sabah
ABDULLAH TI CKS OFF OPPCSI TI ON FOR ANTI - FEDERAL SENTI MENTS

KOTA KI NABALU, Jan 28 (Bernamm) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi today reprimanded the opposition in Sabah for
constantly trying to conjure up the issue that the state is always at the
beckoni ng of the federal governnent.

He said it was inproper of opposition |leaders to msintrepret the good
relati ons between the state and federal |eaders as this could undermine the
prevailing stability in Sabah

"It may be a bit harsh to say what the opposition is doing in very
irresponsible, but this is the reality,"” he said addressing federal and
state government officers at the Maksak hall in Likas near here.

He said the governing Sabah Barisan Nasional (BN) is part of the
denocratically el ected federal BN which has been conmtted to running and
devel oping the country as well as | ooking after the interests of the
masses.

"Why shoul d Kual a Lunpur be oppressing Sabah or Sabah kowtowi ng to the
federal governnent. This is a relationship of consultation between them™
he said when el aborating his remarks at the function to reporters |ater

Several opposition | eaders, especially those fromParti Bersatu Sabah
(PBS), had clained that Sabah no | onger has state rights since it came
under BN rul e.

Abdul | ah sai d: "Sabah has a BN governnent and as such it obviously acts
according to BN policies and it follows that ties between the Sabah state
governnment and the federal governnent always remain close and they are
constantly in consultations.™

He said it was only natural for |eaders of both governnents to
regul arly discuss matters of the people's interests.

"There's nothing wong with Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok
wanting to tel ephone Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad even 10
times a day," he said.

He said such an atnosphere was non-exi stent when Sabah was under
opposition rule as the state governnent then chose to go about by itself,
| et alone the strong parochialismof earlier Sabah | eaders.

Abdul | ah said that an inferiority conplex and anger at the federa
government coul d have pronpted charges of Sabah having to kowow to Kual a
Lumpur .

However, he said, this should not arise at all as Mal aysians are
citizens of a country well-respected worl d-w de.

He expressed hope that civil servants in Sabah did not subscribe to the
noti on that good ties existed between the state and federal governnents
mai nl y because the federal governnent rul ed Sabah

The presence of federal and peninsular civil servants in Sabah shoul d
not be m sconstrued as an attenpt to inpose federal will and powers on
Sabah as the opposition had purported, he said.

"Federal governnment officers are only in Sabah to serve and help bring
about devel opment to Sabah and not nore than that. They don't have the
colonial nentality," he said.

On his talks with Donpok upon arrival here earlier today for a
three-day visit, Abdullah said they discussed a wi de range of topics.

"We di scuss several things.. fromstate-federal governnent ties to
efforts towards enhanci ng cooperation and other matters as well," Abdull ah
added.
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