10 JAN 1999
Abdul | ah- Pl edge
ABDULLAH PLEDGES NOT TO DI SAPPO NT THE PECPLE

KEPALA BATAS, Jan 10 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahrmad Badawi, who
will take office as Deputy Prinme Mnister tonorrow, today pledged not to
di sappoi nt the peopl e who have placed their hopes in him

"God willing, I hope | will not disappoint the people...l wll
di scharge nmy duties to the best of ny ability," Abdullah, who has al so been
naned Home Mnister, told a news conference after presenting Hari Raya
Aidilfitri aid to the poor in Pengkal an Bungor, near here.

Earlier, he presented simlar aid to poor residetns of Bakar Kapur and
Bakau Tua.

Abdul | ah said he was happy and noved by the people's support and the
statenents of the Umo and conmunal | eaders.

"To ne, what they have expressed is the hope that I w Il discharge ny
duties well.

"God willing, this is a promse to nyself and a pronise | gave to the
Umo suprene council when Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
announced mny appoi ntnment as deputy prine mnister," he said.

He also reiterated his pledge to work hard and with full dedication
saying that he believed that there was a | ot to be done.

He woul d nmeet the prime minister to discuss what he had to do, like the
possibility of chairing certain committees, he added.

On neasures he would inplement at the Hone Mnistry, he said he would
have to be briefed by the various departnents before maki ng any statenents
as the mnistry was a bi g one.

In his speech, he advised those who could afford it to continue to
donate to the |l ess fortunate despite the econoni c sl owdown so that
Mal aysi ans coul d beconme a caring society.
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