13 JAN 1999

ABDULLAH BADAW APPO NTED DEPUTY CHAI RVAN OF NEAC

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 13 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prine Mnister and Hone
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi has been appoi nted Deputy
Chai rman of the National Econom c Action Council (NEAC), it was announced
t oday.

The NEAC in a statenment said Abdull ah was al so a nenber of the NEAC
Exco with imedi ate effect.

"I welcome Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s decision to
appoint himto the NEAC " the council's Executive Director and First
Fi nance M nister Tun Daim Zainuddin said in the statenent.

He said this reinforced the inportance placed on national economc
efforts now successfully under way.

Daim who is also Mnister of Special Functions, noted that through his
wel | -establ i shed international networks and vast experience gai ned during
his many years as Foreign Mnister, Abdullah would help boost confidence in
Mal aysi a, both locally and overseas.

Gven the priority of ensuring that the National Econom c Recovery
Pl an's recommendati ons continue to be inplenmented with urgency, the
ni ne- nenber NEAC Exco neets daily except on Wednesdays when the weekly
Cabi net neetings are held.

Chaired by Dr Mahathir, the NEAC Exco nenbers al so i nclude Bank Negara
Mal aysi a Governor Tan Sri Abul Hassan Sul ai man, Chairman and Chi ef
Executive of the Institute of Strategic and International Studies Ml aysia
Tan Sri Dr Noordin Sopiee and Economic Planning Unit Director-General Datuk
Dr Sanmsudin Hitam

The ot her two nenbers are Federal Flour Ml aysia Bhd's Managi ng
Director On Siew Nam and head of the NEAC Secretariat Dr Sul ai man Mahbob.
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