04/ 03/ 1999
Abdul I ah cal Il s on people to vote wi sely, support BN

Joni st on Bangkua

KOTA KI NABALU, Wed. - Advising the people of Sabah to vote wisely in the
March 12-13 State el ection, Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said a situation

i n which none of the contesting parties could win a clearcut majority nust
be avoi ded.

Speaki ng at a neet-the-people session here, the Deputy Prime M nister
said the inplications would be serious if none of the contesting parties
could formthe State Governnent on their own.

He said if such a situation arises, parties with just a fewseats wll
make unr easonabl e demands to the party whi ch has the npst, in exchange for
their support.

“I't would be difficult for the various parties to co-operate and cone to
a conpromise inruling the State as they have different el ection
mani f est os. "

Calling on the people to rally behind the Bari san Nasi onal because of
its proven track record, he said: "W must ensure that the winning party
obtains sufficient seats to forma stable State Governnent."

Besi des the BN, the opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah and parti Bersekutu
are al so contesting in all the 48 constituenci es.

"The peopl e of Sabah shoul d support the BN as it could bring together
t he various comunities in Sabah under one unbrella," Abdul | ah said.

He said frequent change in Governnment shoul d be avoided as it was
detrimental to devel opnent efforts

Stressing that Sabah was still |aggi ng behind the other States, he said
the BN shoul d be allowed to continue governing the State so that it could
conpl ete the task of hasteni ng econoni c devel opnent.

Reiterating that the Federal Government had no intention to take away
State rights, Abdull ah said regul ar consul tati on bet ween St ate and Federa
| eaders nust not be nmisconstrued as interference.

He said efforts to pull Ml aysia out of the current economic crisis
woul d be stunted if the people did not support the Governnent.

"The Federal |eadership under the abl e gui dance of Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r had been wor ki ng hard to speed up econonic recovery," he said,
addi ng t hat econom c anal ysts had predicted that Ml aysi a woul d be t he
first to come out of the crisis.

The neet -t he-peopl e sessi on was organi sed by the SAPP i n support of the
BN candi dates for Likas and Senbul an Dat uk Yong Teck Lee and Dat uk Chau
Chin Tang respectively.
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