09/ 01/ 1999
Abdul | ah naned new Deputy PM (HL)

Lokman Mansor

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad yest erday nanmed Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi as Deputy Prinme Mnister, in a surprise nove that al so saw Tun Daim
Zai nuddin returning to the Finance Mnistry.

Endi ng nont hs of specul ati on about the country's No. 2 post, the Prine
M ni ster and Umo president al so announced, apart from several other
changes in his Cabinet, that the Umo el ections of Suprene Council mnenbers
will not be held in June.

The Cabi net reshuffle includes Dr Mahathir hinself giving up the Hone
Mnistry portfolio as well as the First Finance Mnister's post which he
assuned on Septenber 8, the week after Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mwas
renoved as Deputy Prine M nister and Finance M nister.

Daimis now Finance Mnister, the position he held from 1984 to 1991 to
masterm nd the country's recovery fromthe i npact of |ast decade's gl obal
econom ¢ recession. In 1993, he was appoi nted Econom c Adviser to the
Governnent and nore recently as Special Functions Mnister.

Abdul | ah repl aces Dr Mahathir as Hone Mnister and will in turn be

repl aced by Datuk Syed Hanid Al bar as Foreign Mnister.

Speaki ng at a press conference after the Umo Suprene Council neeting in
Kual a Lunpur, Dr Mahathir said the election of the party's Suprene Counci l
menbers will not be held in June this year and therefore required the

i medi at e appoi ntnent of a Deputy Prinme M nister.

"Under Umo regul ations, we can postpone the Supreme Council el ections
for 18 nonths after the General Assenbly date, which is June 1999.
Therefore the existing Supreme Council nenbers will remain,” Dr Mahathir
sai d.

Umo' s general assenbly to el ect Suprene Council nmenbers is schedul ed
for June while the general elections nust be held before April 2000.

The post of Umo Deputy President, which was held by Anwar until his
sacking fromthe party on Septenber 3, will remain vacant until the

el ections of Supreme Council nenbers which are now schedul ed before
Decenber 2000.

"All this is done so that we can focus on the general elections," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

O her changes ton the Cabi net involve the pronotion of Deputy Home

M ni ster Datuk Tajol Rosli Chazali as Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Departnent to replace Dat uk Abang Abu Bakar Abang Mustapha, who takes Syed
Ham d' s pl ace as Defence M nister.

Dat uk Must apa Mohaned remai ns as Second Finance M nister while Deputy
Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Nazri Aziz is now Deputy
Fi nance M ni ster.

Dat uk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir, the Deputy Human Resources Mnister, is
the new Deputy Home M nister.

Dat uk Dr Affifuddin Orar repl aces Abdul Kadir at the Human Resources
Mnistry while Datuk Wra Mhd Ali Rustamis now Deputy Health M nister.
That post was previously held by Wanita Umo chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man, who will now be Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's

Depart ment .

Ali Rustam s post as Deputy Transport Mnister will be assumed by Dat uk
| brahi m Saad, who was previously Deputy Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's
Depart ment .

Umo Suprene Council nenber Datuk | brahimAli has been appoi nted Deputy



Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departmt.
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